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AT ‘ography. 


LIFE OF REV. JOHN B. PRESTON.* 


Mr. Preston was born of res- 
pectable parents, in Fairfield, 
county of Cumberland, New-Jer- 
sey, on the 3d of October, 1770, 
and died Lord’s day morning, 
Feb. 21, 1813, aged forty-two 
years. His father, Coi. Isaac 
Preston, died honorably in the 
service of his country, March 5, 
1777, aged alsoforty-two. His 
mother whose name previous to 
marrying was Hannah Bowers, 
diedin 1782, aged forty-five.— 
Thus the subject of this memoir, 
was left fatherless at seven, and 
motherlets at twelve years of age, 
anc he early appeared to be the 
precious child of providence.— 
He commenced this life in a most 
feeble state, and for six months 
continued to languish almost be- 
yond example of recovery. But 
** the Lord had need of him,” for 
a great work, and therefore spar- 
ed him to the joyful astonishment 
of his friends, who received him 
as one from the dead. But he 
wholly lost the sight of one of his 


eyes; viewing the divine hand in 
this surprising recovery, some 
were then heard to remark, that 
surely God must have something 
for him to do. ‘The scene of his 
spared life has proved the justness 
of those early anticipations. 
Atthe age of ten, he was the 
subject of religious awakening, 
and his pious mother obtained a 
hope for him, that he was born 
of God. From that tender age 
he seemed, like young Josiah, to 
do * that whieh was right in the 
sight of the Lord.” At theage 
of fourteen he made a public pro- 
fession of religion, which he ever 
after verified in a life of new obe- 
dience. He began now to con- 
template the subject of a callin 
forlife. ‘The work of the gos- 
pel ministry preponderated in his 
heart, as the way in which he 
could do most for God and for 
immortal souls. Accordingly, 
he devoted the property left him 
by his deceased parents to the ac- 
quisition of a liberal education, 





* The following sketch is copied from a memoir, subjoined to a sexmon; 
which the Rey. H. Wecks delivered, at Mr. Prestcn’s interinent. 
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with a sole view to this great 
work, Having just a compe- 
tence for that important purpose, 
he pursued his object with great 
diligence and per:everance. In 
the year 1793, he was graduatcd 
at William and Ann college, in 
Philadel phia.* 

Having now consumed nearly 
all his property in compieting his 
education, he was induced to take 
charge ofa respectable school in 
the vicinity of his native place. 
In this employment he continued 
about twe years, when he was 
visited with a severe sickness, 
which brought him near to the 
dark valley. 
death, he was enabled with a 
sweet composure to resign him- 
self into the hands of God. But 
God, who is rich in mercy to his 
church, had appointed him to an 
important work which was not 
yetdone. ‘Therefore his precious 
life was again preserved froma 
premature grave. In his conval- 
escence his physicians advised him 
to journey. ‘This was a circum. 
Stance which won him into 
New- England. The bounds 
of his i were ap- 
ported.” He had also a de. 
sire to put himself under the 
instruction of Dr. Emmons. He 
came to Franklin, the place of the 
Doctor’s residence, in May 1795, 
and became one of his most faith- 
fulstudents and friends. He lov- 
ed his celebrated instructor, and 
soon became an adept in that di- 
vine scheme of theology, which 
he inculcated. ‘Their friendship 
was mutual, familiar and perma- 
nent. The Ddoctor has often 
evidenced, his peculiar affec- 
tion’ and respect for Mr Preston ; 
corresponding with him, and 
speaking of him to others, as an 
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amiable and interesting charac- 
ter. In October, 1795, he ably 
sustained the wual examination, 
and was approbated, as a condi. 
cate for the gospel ministry.— 
He began now to embrace the 
great object, which had long been 
near hisheart. But he approach- 
ed the work, of this high calling, 
with humility and self. diffidence. 
In his itinerant labors, as a can- 
didate, he extended his acquaint- 
ance with this northern vineyard, 
and by his unaffected ability and 
piety procured many solid friends, 
and rational admirers, among 
the serious and - distingushing 
class. 

In the winter of 1798, he ac- 
cepted an invitation to take the 
pastoral care of the church of 
Christ in Rupert, Vermont ; and 
was ordained their pastor on the 
8th of February. ‘This moment- 
ous charge, which he received 
with prayeriul deliberation and 
deep concern, he ever after sus- 
tained in a very serious and ex- 
emplary manner. Onthe 6th of 
January following he waz mar- 
ried, ** in the I Lani *? to Miss Pot- 
ly Havens, of Franklin, Massa 
chusetts; whoasa chirstian part- 
ner worthily contributed to his 
domestic felicity and ministerial 
usefulness. As christian com- 
panions, they were mutual help 
meets forthe short term of four- 
teen years. ‘The happiness of en- 
tire friendship and mutual confi- 
dence in prosperity and adverst- 
ty was merece theirs. Five 
sprightly children, two sons and 
three daughters, pledges of their 
reciprocal affection, were born 
to survive a kind father, and 
mourn as helpless orphans. 

Mr. Preston wasa man of a 
noble spirit, of quick perceptions 





* Penn. University, we presume. Wm. 


& Anne College is inBaltimore.—£d’rs 
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and of a solid judgment, He 
wasa good classical scholar, and 
anable divine. Solidity, system, 
energy and perseverance were 
his peculiar characteristics.—- 
‘These noble qualities were con- 
spicuous in allhis pursuits. Not 
a tint of nae ae ipnoble fear, 
confusion of object, or specious 
merit was marked in his charac- 
ter. His discernment of charac- 
ters, and especially of false mer. 
it, seemed as ready as instinct. 
So great was his aversion to glare 
and sound, without substance, 
that after hearing a modern pul- 
pit performance of this charac- 
ter, he once pleasantly observed, 
“T am sick.” His sensibility 
both of favors and of injuries, 
Was very acute ; but it was gen- 
erally regulated by a pious heart, 
with dignity and propriety. He 
was a frank, hearty friend.— 
With his brethren and compan- 
yons, he was peculiarly familiar 
and affectionate. In his general 
intercourse he was kind, affable 
and obliging ; yet remarkably 
firm and faithful, to all whose 
cases required plain dealing. 

In his discussions he was lucid, 
candid, 
fe never conversed without 

meaning. His communication 
was easy, and his thoughts clear 
and connected, which rendered 
his conversation always interest- 
ing. Few men have had more 
friends, without eelfishly aiming 
to procure them. Perhaps uo 
man relished more the company 
of a friend than Mr. oo, ; 
yet he never appeared to know, 
why he was loved. His heart 
was wholly intent on doing good ; 
not on procuring it to himself. 
This leads to a view of his high- 
est worth, a truly benevolent 
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heart. His weight of genius, 
every native endowment, was 
sanctified by a spirit of humble 
piety ; a principle of love to God 
and thesoulsof men. This made 
him a * good and faithful ser- 
vant.” This excited him to be 
always ‘*hasting unto the com- 
ing of the day of God; to be 
singularly fervent and persever- 
ing in every duty; never resting 
till all was done anc well done,”’ 
All his acquaintance have re- 
marked in him this distinguieh- 
ing trait, that, like his divine mas- 
ter, he seemed to be “‘straiiened,”’ 
till his work was accomplished. 

‘This inspired him with ** bow- 
els of mercies” for the poor, the 
affiicted andthe disconsolate. In 
his energetic course, he did not 
forget, * to do good and to com- 
municate.”” This fervor of ¢pir- 
it Peadares him singularly punc- 
tual to all his engagements. 
Whenever he had a public ap- 
paeenent he was circumspect in 
all his arrangements, that none 
might be disappointed. He was 
always at the piace, and in sea- 
son. iis example in this res 
pect, is highly worthy of imita- 
tion. His special sense of duty 
in this particular, induced his 
brethren to repose in him pecul- 
lar confidence, and greatly to 
value his aid, in the duties of their 
ministerial connection. 

He was an excellent counsel- 
lor, quick to discern the source 
of a dificulty, thorough in heai- 
ing a breach, no dauber with un- 
tempered moytar, a faithful re- 
prover, impartial in his inquiries, 
bold for the cause of his divine 
Lord, and justly styled ‘a peace- 
maker.”’? He was an able in- 
structor of students in theology ; 
yettoo modest to be emulous of 
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exercising his noble talents in this 
way. None of his pupils had oc- 
casion to regret that they had put 
themselves under his tuition — 
He was fitted to have shone with 
distinguished lustre in his impor- 
tant work. He was a faithful 
friend and patron of public in- 
stitutions. Colleges, missionary 
societies, bible societies, all socie- 
ties for the promotion of litera- 
ture, humanity and religion, were 
not only subjects of his prayers 
but favorites of his influence.— 
He wa: one of the generous foun- 
ders of the “* Evatigelical Socie- 
ty, instituted,” in the western 
part of Vermont, “for the pur- 
pose of aiding pious and needy 
young men, in acquiring educa- 
tion for the work of the gospel 
ministry ;”” and he was president 
of their board of trustees, at the 
time he was called, to rest from 
his labors. He was a very zeal- 
ous promoter of itsinterests. He 
annually contributed to its funds, 
and was conscientious in having 
them faithfully applied to their 
appropriate objects. 

There were many important 
occasions to call him abroad.— 
He obeyed the direction of prov- 
idence, in all such cases, with ex- 
emplary fidility ; and was made 
ain instrument, in the hands of 
God, of extensive usefulnesz.—— 
‘Thi: would more fully appear did 
the limits of this memoir admit 
the insertion of copious extracts 
from his private journals. At 
the commencement of a religious 
awakening in Suffield, Connecti- 
cut, which occurred near the 
close of a similar season, in Mr. 
Preston’s parich, he was solicited 
by a letter trom the Rev. Mr. 
Waido,to **come over and help.” 
With this request he thought it 
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his duty to comply, after con. 
sulting his people and obtaining 
their full approbation of the pro- 
posed journey. ‘The insertion 
ofa few sentences from his pri- 
vate journal, which was hastily 
sketched at the time, may sug- 
gest something of his faithfulness, 
satisfaction and success in this 
tour. 

Monday morning, July 8th, 1805 ° 
—* Set out from Repert on a 
journey to Suffield, Con. with a 
view of spending a season among 
that people. Had some agreeable 
reflections and feelings. Preached 
in the evening in Williamstown, 
from Jer. xxi. 13. “ Behold I am 
against thee.” Wednesday—*“Cal- 
led at a private house in Pat- 
ridgefield for some refreshment ; 
had a serious interview with the 
family ; prayed with them, and 
left them looking sqlemn, and 
some of them in tears.” Thurs- 
day he arrived at Suffield, and 
says—-** We attended a confer- 
ence in the evening, a goodly 
number were assembled, und the 
divine presence seemed mani- 
fest.” Friday——“ Breakfasted 
with Mr. Waldo; then set out 
to visit some families. Called at 
Mr. ,found his wife some 
disposed to listen to religious 
truth; learned that he was an 
opposer, prayed with them.— 
Called at Mr. S ’shad an a- 
greeable interview, prayed with 
them.” ‘Thus he spent the day, 
and preached in the evening.— 
Saturday—‘ Visited a number of 
families.” Sabbathem** Preached 
from Eph. v. 14. * Awake thou 
that sleepest,” &c. At the close 
of public exercises, gave the peo- 
ple some account of what the 
Lord had done at Rupert and 
towns ground—addressed them 
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on the importance of more en- 
gagedness ; proposed to them, to 
observe the next Wednesrday as 
a cay of fasting and prayer.— 
The assembly almost unanimous- 
ly voted'to comply with the pro- 
posal. Vhrough the day, the 
congregation were very attentive, 
and in the afternoon numbers 
were much affected. ‘ Preach- 
ed in the evening,” (in the other 
parish ) “* to an attentive and sol- 
emn atdience from Rom. vil. 
9.’ In this manner he filled up 
the remainder of the week, la. 
boring in three or four different 
parishes, and instant from house 
to house. Ofthe following Sab. 
bath he observes—** The assem- 
blies were numerous, attentive 
and solemn ; and the Lord help- 
ed me to rid my garments this 
day.” Saturday—{in Mr. Wal. 
do’s parish ) ‘* Visited ali the fam- 
ilies on the street west of the 
meeting house, &c. At § o’clock 
preached at Esq. Sheldon’s from 
Acts ii. 37. * When they heard 
this,” &c. This was the most sol- 
emnday I have seen since Icame 
here.—-Found many enquiring 
what they should do. Many 
young pecple followed me from 
house to house to hear more a- 
bout the great salvation. 
Sabdath, July 28—** Preached 
from Matt. xxv. 46 Assisted in 
administering the Lord’s supper 
-——The day was very solemn, 
numbers,said they never saw such 
aday before. Monday morning, 
rode to New-Gate with Mr. Wal- 
do. We exhorted some time the 
poor prisoners chained to the 
block, praved with them-—return- 
ed to W. Suffield, and visited a 
number of families—preached at 
6 o’clock.”? Tuesday, he attend- 
ed 2 fast in Mr. Gay’s parish, 


and preached. ‘ At 5 o’clock 
preached at Mr. W’s meeting- 
house, a farewell sermon to the 
youth, from 2d Chronicles xxv, 
16. “I know that the Lord 
hath Jetermined,’’ &c. This 
was the most solemn day of all; 
in the last exercise especially, the 
Lord marvellously displayed his 
power. Several hardened. obsti- 
nate sinners, who had been op- 
posers, appeared then to be prick 
ed in the heart ; and in the eve 
ning came to Mr. W. and mys celf 
contessing their sing, and entrea- 
ting our prayers.’ 

The following morning he set 
out on his return to Vermont ; 
dropping the word of life in ey- 
ery hopeful field as he passed, 
{n Williamstown, where religious 
appearances vere hopeful, he 
tarried two days. In which 
time he preached seven sermons, 
and attended three conferences. 

The above extracts, from a 

hasty journal, evidently designed 
only as a memorandum for him- 
self, will be read with pleasure 
by his christian acquaintances, 
as the private record of adepart- 
ed friend; and they shew to all, 
not only the self-denying zeal 

and energy of this faighful min- 
ister, but the power of religion 
onthe mind. We are led to ex- 
claim, ** How beautiiui upon the 
mountains are the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings ! that 
publitheth salvation !”? The heart 
of a zealous minister is ready to 
echo, “ 1 will gu also.” 

We see, both the usefulness and 
estimation of Mr. Prestonabroad, 
but the sphere of his principa! 
exertions were within the bounds 
of bis own parish. Here were 
the sheep and lambs of the chief 
shepherd intrusted to his partic. 
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ular care; whom he loved, and 
always treated with great pro- 
priety. Though frequently strait- 
ened, as to the means of tempo- 
ral support, and never very am- 
ply supplied, yet his labors a- 
mong his people were abundant. 
if the smailest sound of spiritual 
rain, was at any time heard in 
his parish or vicinity, he was up 
and ready to follow the cloud.— 
His habitual course was that of a 
laborious and indefatigable min- 
ister. And he most sensibly felt 
and faihfully inculcated, on prop- 
er occasions, the obligaticns of 
people to relieve their ministers 
from worldly embarrassments. 
His labors were not in vain. 
Perhaps no peopie had so greata 
share, in proportion to their num- 
bers as Mr. Preston’s in that me- 
morable day of refreshings, which 
commenced *in the western part 
of Vermont, in 1802, and reach- 
ed W. Rupert in the fall of 1803. 
‘There the cloud of divine infiu- 
ences rested about a year. For- 
ty-seven of the youth were hope- 
ful fruits; andthe whole num. 
ber added to the church was one 
hundred and eleven. Mr. Pres- 
ton enjoyed an unusual fulness of 
heart and mind, through this hap- 
py day, and devoted his whole 
time, to * gather fruits unto life 
eternal.”? After this he enjoyed 
some precious gleanings among 
his people; but no extraordina- 
ry occurrences, atteded his min- 
istry. His trials and consola- 
tions were ‘uch as are common 
to the servants of the Lord. 
It is a tribuie due tothe mem- 
} Ir. Preston, to say not 
only, that he was a ** good min- 
uster of Jesus Christ,” that he 


was “vigilant, sober, of good 
~ 


behaviour, given to hospitality 
and apt to teach,’’ but that he 
‘excelled to the edifying of the 
church,”’ 

He possessed a religious enter. 
prise, and erergy of genius, and 
weight of character above the 
common grade, As a sermoniz- 
er, he had an acknowledged emi- 
nence, with the distinguishing 
class of hearers. Such have of- 
ten been heard to say, ‘he was 
one of the best.”? He wasan ex- 
perimental, searching, enlighten. 
ing, evangelical preacher. The 
pians of his discourses, exhibited 
peculiar judgment and accuracy. 
They were always grounded en- 
tirely on his text, very natural and 
perspicuous, sufficiently copious 
and well adapted to the under- 
Standing, memory, conscience 
and heart. His discourses were 
not all written out, but they were 
thoroughly digested, skilfully ar- 
ranged and solemnly delivered. 
His manner in the pulpit was 
easy, plain and entirely unaffect- 
ed: and he appeared to feel what 
he delivered, and to speak as a 
dying man to dying men. 

Aitier his arrival in New-Eng- 
land, his health was remarkably 
firm and uniform; sothathe lost 
but three sabbaths in the course 
of his ministry. It was the fer- 
vent desire of his soul, to be whol- 
ly devoted to the duties of his of- 
fice. It was therefore with ex- 
treme regret that he experienced 
many avoeations from his sacred 
calling, in the tender care of his 
dependent family, and the sup- 
port of that generous hospitality 
for which he was disiinguished. 
He was faithful in providing 
“for his own hou:e,”’ but did not 
“entangle himself with the af- 
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fairs of this life;’? nor was he 
“greedy of filthy lucre.” He 
had little time or taste, for that 
system of formal visiting, which 
has generally for its object to 
please and conciliate worldly 
.men. Brit asfar as his other du- 
ties would permit, he was ‘in- 
stant in season and out of season,”” 
in attending lectures, fasts, con- 
ferences, prayer-meetings, in vis- 
iting the sick and the dying, pray- 
ing and even watching with them, 
consoling the afflicted, discover- 
ing objects of compassion, and 
like the good Samaritan, admin- 
istering to their necessities. If 
his people desired religious labors 
or opportunities, he was always 
ready. It was the joy of his heart 
to lead and serve them. 

He was by genius and inclina- 
tion, a student, and has left a val- 
uable treasure of manuscript ser- 
mons; from which, it is hoped, 
a selection may be made at a fu- 
ture day for publication. He 
was conscientious in not bringing 
unbeaten oil into the sanctuary. 
He would not offer tothe Lord, 
that which cost him nothing. 

His sermons were not only 
well studied and digested, but 
well stored with sound doctrine. 
He was “ valiant for the truth.” 
‘* Holding fast the faithful word,” 
he ende avored, “by sound doc- 
trine, both to exhort and to con- 
vince the gainsayers.” There 

: are few ministers, who, in a part- 
ing interview with their people, 
could more safely have adopted 
- the words of Paul. ‘“ Ye know 
—after what manner I have been 
with you at all seasons, serving 
the Lord with all humility of 
mind, and with many tears and 
temptations—and how I kept 
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back nothing that was profitable 
unto you, but have shewed you, 
and have taught you publicly, 
and from house to house. Wheres 
fore, I take you to record this 
day, that I am pure from the 
blood of all men; for I have not 
shunned to declare unto you, 
all the counsel of God.” May 
the bereaved people, who were 
lately his beloved charge know 

assuredly, “ that there hath been 
a prophet among them,” and that 
this was in substance his lan- 
guage when he had finished his 
last public Jabour. Mr. Preston 
was a Stranger to that misnamed 
prudence, which is ready to 
gauge the sword of the spirit, 
the word of God, lest it should 
run too deep. He never attemipt- 
ed either to conceal or soften 
the plain self-denying truths of 
his bible, lest they should cut too 
painfully across the grain of the 
human heart. He was no proph- 
et of smooth things; but always 
delivered the solemn messages of 
divine truth, plainly and affec- 
tionately, “holding faith and a 
good conscience.”’ 

He had a great sense of the 
importance of an able and faith- 
ful ministry. Hence he “Jaid 
hands suddenly on no man;” 
and was ardently opposed to 
young men’s rushing precipitate- 
ly into the ministry, ignorantly 
“running before they were sent.” 

In a word, he was a man of 
prayer, His social prayers were 
such as evidence a constancy at 
the throneof grace. He appear. 
ed to come near to God, as a 
child to a parent. His devotions 
were not passionate and flighty, 
but solid and fervent; evincing 
a spiritual intercourse with God. 
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His performance was able, senti- 
mental and edifying. It was his 
practice, in his constant morning 
and evening sacrifice, first to a:k 
a blessing on the word and then 
read and pray. But, “the pray- 
ers of David theson of Jease are 
ended.” 

On Tuesday, the 16th of Feb- 
ruary, 1813, he returned to his 
family from a distant place in his 
parish, where he had been preach- 
ing a lecture, was violently af- 
fected with the prevailing, deso- 
lating epidemic, languished until 
the next sabbath morning, at two 
o’clock, when he fell asleep in 
Jesus. 

Just before his sickness, he 
watched with two sick children 
of a poor and distressed family, 
of which the parents had been 
suddenly cut off by the prevail- 
ing fever, and were both carried 
tothe grave inone day. This 
ecene of fatigue and exposure, 
was probably one exciting cause 
of his severe attack: But it ap- 
pears that his mind was happily 
prepared for the issue —A fter he 
returned from the afflicted house, 
he satd to Mrs. Preston, who had 
accompanied him, “ If we should 
be taken sick and die. in conise- 
quence of this visit, it will give 
3s pleasure, in eternity, to reflect 
on what we have been doing for 
these distressed and friendless 
children,” or words to that ef- 
fect. Soon after this, he preach- 
ed his last sermon from /satah i. 
Lil. He was conscious of unusu- 
al divine help, and spake with 
much freedom. When he re- 
turned home, in very ill health, 
he said to his family, * I have 
answered my mind, Ihave been 
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enabled torid my garments. If 
it should be my last sermon, I 
have nothing to alter.” Such 
remarks were not u:ual from 
him; yet he intimated nothing 
tke a presentiment of approche 
ing death. In his evening pray- 
er he was uncommonly particu- 
lar, copious and fervent. As the 
disease advanced, it :eemed, ina 
measure, to crush the bright vi- 
gor of his mind at timies; and 
his lungs were so oppressed that 
he could converse but little. He 
appeared resigned and quiet in 
the hand of his God; and said 
he did not wish to have his plan 
altered: Expressed no anxiety 
for himself; but gave special 
charge that some sick families in 
his parish should not be neglect. 
ed. In one of his more lucid 
moments he said to a friend, * I 
have been abundantly prepared 
for this scene.” To another, al- 
luding to his bodily distress, he 
said, **O what an evil and bitter 
thing sin is.’ He shewed, even 
ina séason of partial derange- 
ment, how much the souls of his 
people lay upon his heart. At 
one time, as he awoke froma 
drowse, alluding to a recent and 
most melanchcly transaction of 
certain youth in the parish, he 
said, * Ihave relieved my mind ; 
I have had an interview at Mr. 
~’:; have talked plainly; 
told them all my mind, and ex- 
onerated my con*cience.”” 

The ravage of death upon hint 
was rapid, and in his last hours 
he was unable to speak. Thus 
lived and died this good man. 
‘* Blessed is that servant whom 
his Lord, when he cometh, shall 


find so doing.” 




































An Inquiry, &c. 


Religious Communications. 


AN INQUIRY RESPECTING WHAT ERROR IS INCONSISTENT WITH 
A PERSON’S BEING A REAL CHRISTIAN. 


In a former communication, 
the writer of the following re- 
tharks has astempted to prove, 
and he hopes he has proved that 
the churches of Christ should not 
exclude any one, who appears to 
be a real christian, from a partici- 
pation, with them, in the ordinan- 
ces of the gospel, whatever may 
be his errors, either in faith or 
practice. But, however plain it 
may have been made, that this 
principle is correct, thete is still 
room for considerable disagree- 
ment in applying the rule, result- 
ing from a diversity ot opinion, 
respecting what errors are incon. 
sistent with a person’s being a 
real christian. It may possibly 
be useful, therefore, to pursite 
the inquiry, and attempt to ascer- 
tain the nature of that error, 
which may warrant christians in 
concluding, that those who em- 
brace it, have not become possese- 
ed of the spirit of Christ. 

There are some propositions, the 
truth of which all denominations 
of christians must agree should 
be acknowledged, that a man 
may, with any propriety, be own- 
ed as achristian. Such, for ex- 
ample, as that there is a God; 
that the scriptures contain a reve- 
lation from God; that there is 
such a2 person as Jesus Christ ; 
and that he is the Savior of men. 
If a man deny the truth of either 
ef these propositions, whatever 
else he may be, it would seem 


2N 


to be obviously absurd to call him 
achristian. But, there are other 
propositions, concerning which 
there isnot the same agreement, 
among those, who call them- 
selves by this name; _proposi- 
tions, which, while some believe 
them to be truths of such impor- 
tance that aman cannot be 2 
christian without assenting to 
them, others stippose to be 
real errors. Such, for exam- 
ple, are the following, viz. That 
mankind are totally depraved ; 
that God might justly make 


them eternally miserable; that, 


in the only living and-true God 
there are three distinct selfexist. 
ent and coeternal persons; that 
Jesus Christ is the only true and 
most high God ; that atonement 
for sin was necessary to the par- 
don and salvation of the sinner 3 
that Christ died to make the ne- 
cessary atonement ; that regene- 
ration, ora change of heart, by 
the Spirit of God, is netessary ta 
the salvation of men; and that 
God has, from everlasting, chosem 
some of mankind to salvation, 
through sanctification of thé 
spirit, and belief of the truth, 
while he has determined to leave 
others to their own chosen way, 
and to perish in their sins ‘The 
great difference there is in the 
opinions of men, who call them- 
selves christians, respecting these, 
and some other propositions, ren« 
ders it very important to ascers 
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tain, as accurately as we can, how 
far a belief, or rejection of théde 
things, should be viewed as evi- 
dence, either that a man is, or is 
not, a real disciple of the Lord 
Jesus. ‘lo asceitain this point, 
precisely, would, probably, be 
attended with convidérable diffi- 
culty. Possibly, however, the 
subject is not involved in such 
total obscurity, but that some 
light may be thrown upon it, if 
it be examined with impartiality 
and candor. 

In attempting to ascertaif 
whether another is a real chris- 
tian, the great object of inquiry 
is, whether his heart be right. 
Not, indeed, that this can be cer- 
tainly determined by men; but, 
that, just so far as evidence of 
this is obtamed, do we gain that 
satisfaction, whiclr we seek. 
Hence, so far as a man’s embrac- 
ing truth, or error, can have any 
proper influence in determining 
this question, it must be in the 
way of discovering the real state 
of his heart. That is to say, so 
far as a man’s Believing what I 
suppose to be truth, can be evi- 
dence, to my mind, that he is a 
real christian, it must be evidencé 
that his heart is formed to a 
love of the truth. On the other 
hand, that a person’s embracing 
what is supposed to be error, may 
be evidence that he is not a chris- 
tian, it must furnish reason to ap- 
prehérid, that his heart is oppos. 
ed to truth, and in love with er- 
ror. If thése observations be 
correct, it would seem obviously 
to result, that a man’s rejecting 
any supposed truth, of embracing 
any supposed error, cannot be 
évidence, that his heart is not 
right with God, unless it be ap- 
parent, that a-depraved heart 
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may, at least, have 
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some interest 
in rejecting the truth, and embra- 
cing theerror: In other words, 
unless some feason is apparent, 
why it should be more pleasing 
to a depraved heart, that the 
proposition, supposed to be truth, 
should net, than that it should be 
true ; and, on the other hand, 
that the proposition supposed to 
be erroneous, should be true, than 
that it should not. For, unless 
some such reason be apparent 
how is it possible that rejecting 
the supposed truth, and embra- 
cing the supposed error, can fut- 
nish any evidence of an heart un- 
friendly to truth, and in love 
with error? In a word how can 
it determine any thing respecting 
the actual staté of the heart? 

It appears very evident, from 
scripture, that men do sometimes 
reject truth, and embrace error, 
because the truth is displeasing 
to their hearts. Said our Savior, 
* He that beliveth not is condem. 
ned already, because he hath not 
believed inthe name of the only 
begotten Son of God. And this is 
the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, & men have 
loved darkness rather than light, 
because theit deéds are evil. For 
every one that doeth evil hateth 
the light, neither cometh to the 
light, lest his deeds should be re- 
proved.” Paul, also, speaks of 
persons, who received not the 


love of the truth ; and, again, of 


some, ** who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in un- 
righteousness.” We are taught, 
moreover, that * the carnal mind 
is enmity against God, not sub- 
ject to his law, neither indeed can 
be.” Possibly, these things may 
assist uS In Our present inquiry. 

If we candistinetly ascertain why 
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men love darkness rather than 
light, or error rather than truth ; 
and why the carnal mind is at 
eamity with God, some light 
may be thrown on the subject be- 
foreus. Concerning this matter, 
Ahab, king of Israel, in his hon- 
est confession,respecting Micaiah, 
a prophet of the Lord, revealed 
the thoughts of many hearis. ‘I 
hate him ; for he doth not proph- 
esy good concerning me, but ev- 
ii.” Here, it isvery plain, Ahab 
hated the light of truth, and lov- 
ed the darkness of error; and 
the reason of this is equally obvi- 
cus. Truth threatened him with 
evil, and error promised him 
good. For, * the words of the” 
false ‘* prophets declared good 
unto the king with one mouth,’’ 
The general reasons, why other 
sinners are opposed to the truth, 
and in love with error, is unques- 
tionably the same asin the case 
of Ahab. There is something 
in the character of God, and, of 
course, something in the truth, 
respecting his character and gov- 
ernment, which threatens sinners 
with evil. What, then, is it, in 
the character of God, which 
threatens the sinner with evil ? 
Is it not, obviously, that which 
is directly opposed to sin, viz. 
his infinite holiness, or goodness. 
If God be infinitely holy, or good, 
he must, of necessity, be irrecon- 
cilably opposed to all wicked- 
ness. Hence, since he can do all 
his pleasure, the wicked may not 
reasonably hope to obtain happi- 
ness, under his holy government, 
without becoming holy. Ac- 
cordingly, it is found, that the 
holy law of God prohibits every 
kind and degree of wickedness, 
under a most awful penalty. Itis 
found, that God does bring evil 
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upon the wicked in the present life, 
and has threatened them with a 
dreadful punishment in the life 
tocome, The way of salvation, 
which God has 1evealed to men, 
through the mediation and atone- 
ment of his son, is a way of holi- 
ness. Salvation is secured to 
them only in the way of becom- 
ing holy. Sinners, however, have 
no disposition to become holy ; 
but would secure happiness, walk- 
ing “‘ every one in the imagina- 
tion of his evilheart.’? Of course, 
they are displeased with these 


things. They hate a holy God. 
They hate his holy law. They 
hate hisholy government. They 
hate his holy child Jesue. They 


hate the holy way of salvation, 
through his mediation and atone- 
ment. The truth, which sets all 
these things before them in their 
proper light, is offensive to their 
carnal hearts. They hate the 
light of this truth, and prefer the 
darkness of some error, which 
promises them happiness, on some 
terms, more pleasing than the 
humiliating terms of the gospel. 
Hence, they say to the prophets, 
“* Prophesy not unto us right 
things, speak unto. us smooth. 
things, prophesy-deceits.”” When, 
therefore, such errors as promise 
happiness to men, without a thor- 
ough change of heart, without 
evangelical repentance, faith, and 
obedience, are cordially embrac- 
ed, and the opposite truths are re- 
jected it is very easy to perceive 
a reason why the error should 
please and the truth offend. The 
carnal heart feels an interest in 
having the error prove to be true, 
and the truth prove to be false- 
hood. In such cases, there is 
great reason to apprehend, that 
the error is embraced because it te 
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loved, and that the heart is still 
enmity against God. 

But, though there are truths, 
respecting God, and respecting 
the way of salvation for sinners, 
which it is easy to perceive that 
the carnal heart may haye an in- 
terest in rejecting, there are other 
things, concerning which it may 
be difficult to discover any such 
interest. For example, God is 
selfexistent ; by which, however, 
is not meant, that he caused his 
own existence ; but, that he has 
eternally existed absolutely with- 
out any cause. Now, should any 
person actually fall into the error, 
that God really caused his own 
existence, yet believing that he is 
unchangeably infinitely holy, and 
wise and powerful,and does all his 
pleasure, could there be any rea- 
son for supposing, that enmity of 
heart to the truth had any influ. 
ence in inducing this error ? Is it 
even conceivable, that there 
should be any thing more pleas- 
ing to a carnal heart, in the no- 
tion, that God caused himself to 
be what he is, than that his being 
what he is, was absolutely uncaus- 
ed? There are even some things 
ascribed to God, which, viewed 
in connection with his infinite ho- 
liness, are very offensive to the 
carnal heart ; but which, were it 
not for this holiness, would give 
no offence. For example, God 
is almighty. He can do all his 
pleasure. This, considering that 
he is opposed to sin, and deter- 
mined to bring evil on the finally 
impenitent, is very offensive toa 

catnal heart. But, let God be 
viewed as disposed to exert his 
almighty power, so asactually to 
secure the highest happiness to 
the sinner himeelf, and his being 
almighty would not displease. 





God acts as a Sovereign. He 
does all his pleasure. This, again, 
in connection with his infinite ho- 
liness, or opposition to sin, gives 
great offence. But, did God ex- 
ercise his sovereignty in a man- 
ner pleasing to sinners, they would 
have ne objection to his acting as 
a Sovereign, On the whole, it 
appears plain, that the infinite 
holiness of Gad, his perfect oppo- 
sition to sin, is that, in his chrac- 
ter, which is displeasing to the 
carnal heart. It is not, that he 
is selfexistent, or eternal, or inde- 
pendent, or almighty, or omnis- 
cient, or omnipresent. All this 
would give no offence, were he 
only disposed to make sinners 
happy continuing in sian. But, 
he is infinitely holy ; he is utter- 
ly opposed to all wickedness; he 
threatens the wicked with evil, 
and thus offends. If, then, men 
are evidently opposed to those 
truths, which represent God as 
determined to bring evil on the 
finally impenitent, and are pleas- 
ed with errors, which speak peace 
to the ungodly, there may be. 
much reason to conclude, they 
are not christians. But, if they 
do fall into errers, which a care 
nal heart cannot have any inter- 
est in embracing, in preference to 
the truth, can their falling into 
such error warrant a similar con- 
clusion? If nothing more appear 
against them, may they not be 
christians still ? If this rule were 
universally adopted, in judging 
of those, who differ in opinion, 
would not many, who now have 
no christian fellowship, soon learn 
‘*how good, and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity 2”? 
TROPHIMUS. 
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ON THE SABBATH. 


That one day should be sanc- 
tified and blessed, distinguished 
and honoured above the other 
days of the week is to every can- 
did and devout mind reasonable 
and desirable. It is reasonable, 
because it is reasonable for crea- 
tures to remember their Creator, 
Preserver, Benefactor and Re- 
deemer. Itis desirable, because 
it affords the be:t. opportunity 
for publicly worshipping and ser- 
ving the living and true God.— 
It is reasonable and desirabie that 
God should set apart a particular 
day, becauce mankind wou'd not 
be likely to agree on any day for 
public worship. That there was 
a sabbath appointed of God and 
that it was observed by the inhab. 
itants of the earth in the early 
ages of the world is evident from 
several considerations. 1. The 
reason annexed to the fourth com- 
mand existed before the flood as 
well as after the flood. 2. That 
reason in substance is recorded in 
connection with the history of 
Creation. Gen. ii. 2, 3. 3. Moses 
speaks of asabbath, previous to 
that solemn giving of the law at 
Mount Sinai Ex. xvi. 23.— 
4. All civilized nations, independ- 
ent of the Jews have reckoned 
time by weeks. 

The sabbath is one of the most 
important divine institutions ever 
made known to man. Itisadi- 
vine monument or memorial of 
Creation. “For insix days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day; where- 
fore the Lord blessed the sabbath 
day,and hailowed it.” To the 
Israelites after their deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage, it was 
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a memorial of that deliverance. 
This reason is added in Moses* 
farewell discourse to the nation. 
Deut. v. 15. ‘And remember 
that thou wasta servantin E- 
gypt, and that the Lord thy God 
brought thee out thence, through 
a mighty hand and by a stretch. 
ed out arm: therefore the Lord 
thy God commanded thee to keep 
the Sabbath day.” Inconnexion 
with their duty of remembering 
their redemption from Egypt, 
they were also reminded of their 
duty of benevolence towards their 
servants; that they also should 
be permitted to enjoy the privileg- 
es of the sabbath—*‘ That thy 
man servant and thy maid servant 
may rest as well as thou.” 

The sabbath was a sign between 
God and hi: people. ‘“ And the 
Lord spake unto Moses saying, 
Speak thou also unto the children 
of Israel, taying, Verily my sab- 
baths ye shall keep for it is a Sign 
between me and you throughout 
your generations, that ye may 
know that 1am the Lord that 
doth sanctify you.” See Ex. 
xxxi. 12 to the end. 

The sabbath was designed as 2 
day of assembling together for 
pious purposes; Six days shall 
work be done but the seventh day 
isa sabbath of rest an holy con- 
vocation ; ye shall do no work 
therein: It is the sabbath of the 
Lord in all your dweillings.”+— 
Lev. xxiti. ‘The people were call- 
ed together by the Lord’s author- 
ity. ‘hey assembled on the sab- 
bath at the Tabernacle, at the 
Temple, in their Synagogues, or 
Meeting houses ; and their Pros- 
euche’s or Prayer houses; they 
engaged in public worship and 
received religious instruction. 

As the temple was emphatica!. 
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ly the Lord’s house a houre of 
prayer consecrated for the wor- 
ship and service of God and the 
instruction of his people, so the 
sabbath was emphatically the 
Lord’s day, sanctified and bless- 
ed for the same purposes. There 
must have been a special time as 
well as a special place or places 
for meeting that they should not 
forsake the assembling of them- 
selves together. 

As there were important rea- 
sons for observing the sabbath 
previous to the solemn promulga- 
tion of the Jaw and the giving of 
the twe tables at Sinai; and as 
God’s gracious dealings with the 
Israelites furnished additional rea- 
sons for remembering the sabbath 
day to keep it holy; so addition- 
al reasons have been manifested 
by the resurrection of the Re- 
deemer and the successful promul- 
gation of the go:pel of the grace 
of God, ‘* THE LORD HAS RISEN 
inDEED.” This is like an addi- 
tional inscription divinely engra- 
ven on the same Holy Monu- 
ment. 

The resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead on the first 
day of the week, while it furnish- 
es a very important additional 
reason for the keeping of a sab- 
bath, points out clearly the pro- 
priety of changing the time of the 
holy rest. Ihave witnessed the 
removal of a monument of death 
from one burying ground to an- 
other, and have known the reason 
of that removal. So this divine, 
this joyful and glorious monu- 
ment with all its ancient mscrip- 
tions is removed from the 7th to 
the Ist day of the week, and the 
world must know the reason. It 
is amonument ot creation and re- 
demption, of resprrection and 
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of immortality. It may still re- 
mind us that God created the 
world in six days andrested the 
seventh: It may yet remind both 
Jews and Gentiles of God’s de- 
liverance of his people from the 
oppression of their enemies: It 
may continue a sign between God 
and his people; Itis yet a day 
for holy convocation. It isa day 
of prayer to all nations: It is 
emphatically a day for preaching 
and hearing the gospel and at- 
tending to christian ordinances. 
—To day if ye will hear his voice 
harden not your heart as in the 
provocation. See Ps. xciv. Heb. 
iv. 7—10. Actsxx. 7. There 
remaineth therefore a rest, a keep- 
ing of a sabbath to the people of 
God. To such it may bea type 
and pledge of everlasting rest. 
The first day of the week hon- 
oured by the resurrection of the 
Lord of glory and honoured by 
the peculiar title “Te Lord’s 
day” hath been blessed by the spe- 
cial presence and precious com- 
munications of its Lord. He 
had said to his disciples, ** Where 
two or three are gathered togeth- 
er in my name, there am [ in 
the midst of them-” Two in- 
stances the apostle John records, 
in which the disciples werz as- 
sembled together on the first day 
of the week, or on the evening, in 
which Jesus came personally and 
manifestly in the midst of them 
and said, ‘‘ Peace be unto you.” 
Once on the Lord’s day the same 
apostle was blessed with the spe- 
cial presence of his glorified Lord, 
when persecution had banished 
him to the desolate Isle of Patmos, 
and prevented his meeting with 
his christian brethren. ‘1 John, 
who also am your brother and 
companion in tribulation and in 
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the kingdom dnd patience of Je- 
sus Christ, was in the Isle that is 
called Patmos, for the word of 
God and for the testimony of Je- 
sus Christ. I was in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s day.” Some day 
was known among the disciples 
by the honourable title, ‘* The 
Lord’s day.”” What day could 
it be, if it were not the day of the 
Lord’s Re:urrection? As a par- 
ticular Sacrament, which com- 
imemorates the death of Christ is 
ealled the “ Lord’s supper,’’ so the 
day, which commemorates his 
joyful and glorious resurrection, is 
called the “ Lord’s day.” Let 
us hear the language of his word 
and providence implicitly saying 
with regard to the due observance 
ofeach “po THIS IN REMEMB- 
RANCE OF ME.” 

With hearts overflowing with 
gratitude, let christians regard the 
day, as the most delightful and 
honourable of all. It is not im- 
probable, that when Christ was 
present five or six weeks at once, 
with his disciples, speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God, that some day by his au- 
thority and approbation, was dis- 
tinguished from the rest, with 
Some special exercises. Actsi. 
3, 4. And is it not probable, tbat 
the Lord’s day, the first day of 
the week, was thus distinguished 
at that time? It was soon after 
distinguished, honoured and bless- 
ed by the remarkable out pour- 
ing of the Spirit, on the day of 
Pentecost. That special effusion 
according to Scott and others, 
was onthe fiftieth day after the 
Resurrection. God hath also 
honoured that day by blessing and 
prospering his word and ordinaa- 
ces among Gentiles in later ages. 
We may well conclude, that the 


On the Sabbath. 





27% 


Christian sabbath, a day which 
the king of kings delighteth to 
honor, should be remembered 
and kept holy, and that ingrati- 
tude to the Creater and Redeem- 
er is implied in a wanton viola- 
tioncfit.. Weshould remember 
every sabbath defore it comes and 
prepare for it; when itis present 
and take heed to improve it as 
God requires; and when past, 
that we may not prove as stony 
ground hearers, or thorny ground 
hearers ; but fruitful doers of the 
word. ‘Through the deceitful- 
ness of the heart, the allurements 
of the world and the wiles of the 
devil, the sabbath is greatly mis- 
improved, dishonoured, profaned 
and polluted. As the command 
respecting the sabbath was with 
the others engraven on stone, and 
deposited in the sacred ark; and 
as no evidence of the divine re 
peal of any of the ten commands 
hath ever been produced ; the res 
peated injunctions to strictness 
and faithfulness in keeping the 
sabbath ; the reproofs to sabbath 
breakers ; and the blessings and 
promises to the sincerely pious 
keepers of the sabbath; which 
we read inthe Old Testament, 
are. applicable in allages. As 
the readers of the Adviser, doubt. 
less, have free access to the ora+ 
cles of God, let me request such 
of them as have any need of in 
struction, on this subject, to turn 
to the following scriptures, and 
prayerfully read for themeelves. 
Jer. xvii. 19,to the end.. Neh. 
xin. 15—22. Lev. xix. 1—4, 
and 30, and Lev. xxvi. 1, 2. Ex. 
xxxiv. 21. Isa. le, 1—8. and 
lviti. 1. 18, 14. From these ¢e- 
lections of scripture it appears 
that the keeping of the sabbath is 
inseparably connected with the 
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most important dutiés to God 
and man ; that the profanation of 
the sabbath was one crime which 
brought wrath upon Israel; that 
reformation in that respect was a 
epecial object of the godly ; and 
that the special blessings of the 
pospet are promised to those who 

eep the Lord’s sabbath from pol- 
luting it, and “ call the sabbath a 
delight, the holy of the Lord, 
honourable.” It is doubtless for 
important reasons, that the Lord 
of all, hath connected, as in some 
uf the above cited scriptures, re- 
peated injunctions to the keeping 
of the sabbath with warnings a- 
gainst idolatry, with reverence to 
the sanctuary, and with the duty 
of children to parents. Those, 
who keep the sabbath as they 
ought, will avoid idolatty, and 
reverance the house of God ; they 
who teach their children by ex- 
ample and precept to honour 
God, their A-avenly Parent, by 
keeping the fourth commandment, 
may hope to see them honouring 
their earthly parents by keeping 
the fifth. 

Is there not in this land much 
need of reformation with regard 
to the sabbath? Are there not 
loud calls, with powerful argu- 
mentsfrom scripture and reason, 
to al! persons of influence, to pray 
for such reformation and attempt 
to promote it? Parents, guardi- 
ans and instructors ; ministers of 
the gospel and magistrates ; law- 
yers and physicians ; merchants, 
farmers and imechediliec,4 in their 
different spheres, are bound to ex- 
ert their influence in so gooda 
cause. Perhdpsin no one thing, 
is the deceitfulness of the human 
heart more manifest than in the 
excuses which are rendered for 
violating the Lerd’s holy day. 
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An extract frora the learned and 
pious commentator, ‘Thomas 
Scott, may serve to urge the im- 
pertance of reformation, and 
Suggest some ways by which it 
may be effected. ‘I'he concerns 
of our souls must indeed be at- 
tended to and God worshipped 
every day, that our business may 
be regulated in subserviency to 
his will; but on the other days 
ef the week, we shou!d do all out 
work with the sole exception of 
works of charity, piety and neces- 
sity. Ail works therefore of av- 
arice, distrust, Juxury, vanity, 
and self indulgence are entirely 
prohibited. Our affairs should 
be previously so arranged that as 
little as possible of a secular na- 
ture may interrupt the sacred du- 
ties of the Lord’s day. ‘Trading, 
paying wages, settling accounts, 
writing letters of business, or 
reading books on ordinary sub- 
jects, trifling visits, journeys, ex- 
cursions, dissipation, or conversa- 
tion, which serves only for a- 
musement, caunot consist w:th 
‘ keeping a day holy to the 


_Lord;” and sloth is a carnal, not 


a spiritual rest. The sabbath 
should be a cess:ttion from world- 
ly jabour and 2a rest in the service 
of God.” [Scott’s Fam. Bibble. 
Note on the 4th Com. ] 

Many laudable, pious and euc- 
cessful efforts have been madé 
within a few years to promote 
reformation with respect to the 
use of ardent spirits. But this 
paper calis your attention toa 
subject not less important.— 
Friends of the Redeemer, advo- 
cates of virtue, friends to the pros- 
perity of the nation, what can 
you do to cause the sabbath to be 
more respected and better impro- 
yed: Let reformation, if necessa- 
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ty, begin at home and let your 
influence extend as far and as long 
as possible. The extensive pros- 
perity of Zion and the prosperity 
of this Nation may in a great 
measure depend on such reforma- 
tion. Nehemiah, a faithful ser- 
vant of God, a true patriot and 
a magistrate, who was a terror te 
evil doers and a praise to them 
who do well, asa reformer is 
worthy of special imitation. 

I cannot close this essay with- 
out taking some notice of some 
improper hindrances from the 
duties of the sanctuary and con- 
sequently from the due reverence 
of the sabbath.—Some it is evi- 
dent are absent from the worship 
of God, excusing themselves on 
account of the weather, or 
clothes, or distance, or health ; 
when such excnses would not pre- 
vent their attending a meeting 
for civil purposes or perhaps for 
amusement. A small sum of mo- 
ney to be obtained, would lead 
some to go as far, and tarry as 
long as would be necessary for 
public worship, who under simi- 
lar external circumstances, wrap 
themselves in excuses. 

Some very improperly post- 
pone going to physicians, or send- 
ing for them until the sabbath 
and improve that day becau-e it 
isin their view a sisure day — 
*¢ Will a man rob God.” By this 
means physicians, that useful, in 
fluential class of citizens, are 
sometimes unnecessarily ptevent- 
ed from hearing the word and 
joining in the public devotion.— 
It is true they may have special 
calls for their skill and exertions on 
thatday. And they have the 
maxims and example of the Great 
Physician of soul and body, that 


* tis lawful to do well en the, 
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Sabbath day.” But why should 
they have so many more calls of 
an inferior nature instead of less 
on that day than on any other 
day ? Brethren these things ought 
not soto be. Physicians need. 
the blessings of the gospel, as 
well as other men. The sabbath, 
the Lord’s day, should if possible 
be to them a day of sacred rest. 
If they are men of usefulness and 


influence, allow them opportuni-y 


ty to be still more useful, by im- 
proving the public privileges of 
the sanctuary, and to promote by 
this example, the cause of good 
order and piety. ‘Luke the 
beloved physician’? was, probablys 
a frequent heater of Paul’s 
preaching. May the Lord of the 
sabbath, who alone can by his 
Holy Spirit produce a hearty; 
thorough and extensive reforma- 
tion, dispose all seriously to pon- 
der on this subject. 
PHILO. 

P.S. Since writing the above 
for the Adviser, I have read in 
the Septemiber number, a very 
interesting communicaticn from 
the pen of the ilJustrious judge 
Hale on * Sanctifiing the Sab- 
bath.” The scriptures quoted 
and referred to, in this, may lead 
our minds to the reascn, why a 
holy and righteous God, all whose 
commandments are after his own 
heart, should even in this world 
make some distinction between 
those, who fear God and those 
who fear him not, between those, 
who piously tegard ard those 
who profanely dispise his sab- 
baths; and may lead us to seé 
that the experience and observa. 
tions of that pious magistrate 
may be realised in some meas- 
ure in families, churches, socie- 
ties, and nations. 
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20-2 Anecdote. Cet. 
ANECDOTE. in such a case, to step in their pz- 

THE INFLUENCE OF PARENTAL oer — a unpleasant 
EXAMPLE. the thought, that while some chil- 


_ Te following instructive an- 
ecdote was related by Capt. Web- 
ber, to his friend J T , 
of W - ‘Inthe year 1777, 
I was in the army with Lieut. 
Huntoone, who was an officer in 
my company. Huntoone was a 
vety rude, airy, profane man; 
no appearance of religion was to 
Be seen in hisconduct. After 
returning home, I went to New- 
port, to settle some business with 
him; and was surprised to see 
such a great alteration in the 
Lieutenant. Having completed 
the business, for which I went, I 
requested him to walk out on pur- 
pose to ask him if he had met 
with a change? To which he re. 
plied, “I have not. Ihavea 
large family of children. When 
my first child had got so as to go 
alone, I was walking out one day, 
and looking behind me I saw my 
little boy straddle, as tar as he 
could reach, tostep inhis fathers 
tracks.—It struck me with sur- 
price. I thought, if my children 
were going to imitate me, it be- 
came me to set good examples 
before them: And I have lived 
reserved before them, although 
so rude in the army. Capt. 
Webber said, that the family of 
children were as exemplary as 
any he ever saw. 

Remarxs.—l. Itis of great 
importance that all parents and 
thdse who have the special care 
of children should take heed to 
their way. Children are not less 
likély to follow dad examples than 
good ; and it may perhaps be more 
criminal for parents to set bad 











examples, than for children, even 


dren are growing in years and in 
stature, instead of growing in true 
wisdom and virtue, and in favour 
with God and the friends of God; 
they are, by the special influence 
of parental example, increasing in 
wickedness, and preparing om 
wretchedness! Let parents and 
guardians take heed what they do 
in the presence of their dhihien: 
Let them take heed what they 
say in their hearing; what they 
say to one another or to any of 
the family ; what they say respect- 
ing neighbours, or teachers of 
schools, especially those to whose 
care their own children are en- 
trusted; or respecting those, who 
are set aS watchmen, and who 
watch for souls as those, who 
must give an account, OF those 
who, as civil magistrates, are “a 
terror to evil doers and a praise 
to them who do well.” Let 
them frequensly ask themselves 
‘‘Isthis agreeable to the divine 
standard? Is this worthy of imi- 
tation? Am I willing that my 
dear ehildren, even after I am 
dead, should go and do like- 
wise ?” See the 2nd Command- 
ment; 2 Kings xvii. 41, and Ps. 
ci. 17, 18. 

3. Most persons will, sometimes, 
reason well. ‘This man it seems 
reasoned well, at home, in the 
presence of his children, and this 
reasoning, together with his pa- 
rental love and his desire for 
their respectibility and prosperity 
had an important influence on his 
conduct and theirs. 

But can it be said, that ina 
moral point of view; he reason- 
ed well in the army, in the pres- 
ence of his soldiers ? Is #t not spe- 
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cially important, that military good. How much good has been 


oficers be uniform in this one 
thing, a good moral character ? 
The united influence of example, 
precept and authority, in the offi- 
cers of an army, might, ina great 
measure prevent the wanton vio- 
lation of the 3d and 4th com- 
mandments so common among 
some military men. ‘The great- 
er the number under the influ- 
ence of any one, the more im- 


portant is it, that his example be 


and may be effected by the good 
examples of civil as well as mili- 
tary officers. ‘Those who like 
Joshua the chief magistrate of 
the chosen tribes, or like Cornel- 
ius the devout Centurian of a Ro- 
man army, or like Col. Gardiner, 
that good officer and faithful ser- 
vant of the Lord, dare to be sin- 
gularly virtuous and godly, ev- 
idently possess the true courage, 
PHILQ. 


-- —nnaths | O° ie —. 


Kestigious Intelligence. 





EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION: 


In conformity to aprevious and constitutional appointment, the General Con- 
yention of Congregational and Presbyterian Ministers in the State of Vermont 
assembled, at the house of the Rev. John Griswold, in Pawlet, on Tuesday, the 
14th day of September, A. D. 1815; Present, 


Rev. Messrs. 
Timothy Field, 
James Tufts, 
Nathaniel Hall, 
Samuel Leonard, 
Walter Chapin, 
Austin Hazen, 
Lemuel Haynes, 
Silas Parsons, 
David H. Williston, 
Samuel Bascom, 
Jedediah Bushnell, 
Jonathan Hovey, 


John Fitch, 


Asa Lyon, 
Benjamin Wooster, 


And kA LAN bad ea ed 


John Griswold, 
Thomas A. Merrill, 


William Neill, D. D. 
Jonathan Miller, 


Jacob Catlin; 


Sylvester Dana and 
Stephen Farley, 


Land Sw bed vw 


From 
Windham Associatien 


Pawlet 
Orange 
Rutland 
Royalton 
Addison 
Coos 


N. Western 


Minister of the town. 


Register of Canvention. 


From the Gen. Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. States. 


From the General Association of Con- 


necticut. 


From the General Association of Mas 
sachusetts, Proper. 


From the General Association of New- 


Hampshire. 
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The conventional sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Field from 
John xviii, 36. “Jesus answered, 
My kingdom is not of this world. If 
my, kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews; but now 
is my kingdom not from hence.’’ , 

The Convention then proceeded to 
organize by choosing the Rev. Lemu- 
el Haynes Moderator, the Rev. John 
Fitch, Scribe, and the Rev. Walter 
Chapin, Assistant Scribe. 

After the throne of grace was ad- 
dressed by the Moderator, the Con- 
vention proceeded to business as fol- 
lows. 

The Rey. Messrs. Lyon, Merrill and 
Miller were appointed a committee 
ofovertures. Adjourned to meet at 
this place at 7 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. Prayer by the Rev, Mr. 
Catlin. 

In the evening attended public wor- 
ship, and heared a sermon by Rev. Mr. 
Milley from John iii. 6. “ That which 
is born of the fiesh, is flesh ; and that 
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which is born of the Spirit, is spirit.” 

Sept.15. At 6o’clock attended a 
meeting for social prayer at the place 
of public worship; after which at 7 
a’clock the convention ‘was opened 
with prayer by Rev. Mr. Lyon. 

Rev. Messrs. Bushnell, Dana and 
Lyon were appointed a committee to 
settle with the Treasuxer of the Con- 
vention. 

Voted, That in future the Treasurer 
be authorised to pay over to the dele- 
gate to the General Assembly, the 
sum to which he is entitled according 
to the provisions of the Convention. 

Voted, That immediately after pub- 
lic worship, this afternoon, the Con- 
vention will enter into a free conver- 
sation on the general state of religion, 
and that the Rev. Messrs. Merrill, 
Neill, Lyon, Muller and Catlin be a 
Committee to take minutes of the con- 
versation and make report to the Con- 
vention. 

The Editors of the Adviser made 
the following report which was read 
and accepted. 


** To the General Convention, the Editors of the Adviser make the following 
REPORT. 


Amount of balances on debts due from agents and other persons 


%9850,19 


a 





The bills for transportation, which have already been presented, 


together with the other charges of every description, which have 


150,00 


yet accrued, exceed the actual receipt of monies, by 


The unsold Advisers charged to the agents, but liable to be re- 


turned may amount to 
The 


amount to 


75,00 


3 


ratis numbers now charged, for which credit will be given 
on settling with persons, who have become responsible, may 


50,00 


_ . . e , > : av 4 
Debts due for transportation, incases where hills have not “ 100,00 


been presented, say 


Profits of the Adviser in four ana an halfyears being in debts, 
most of which will, probably, be ultimately collected 


oe mene em em 


Unsold Advisers in the hands of the General Agent 600 vols. 


and supposed to be in the hands of the agents 100 vols. worth at | 
first cost, for the Missionary Society to distribute in new scttle- 


ments, say 


From the statement of the General Agent. 


June 30, 1815. 


The reports of the several Associa- 
tions were exhibited, after which the 
Convention appointed the Rey, Messrs. 


DaniteL HASKEL, 





375,00 
2475,19 
350,00 
2825,19 
In behalf of the Editors, 
Tuomas A. MERRILL, 2 Publishing 


Committee.’® 


Fitch, Hazen, Williston, Field, Par- 
sons, Hovey, Wooster and Halla Com- 
mittee to examine the reports frem 
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Associations, and report the number 
ot Ministers settled and unsettled, and 
licenced candidates im connexion with 
the several Associations in this State, 

Received a report from the Rev. 
Daniel Haskel, a deligate representing 
this Convention in the General Assem- 
bly of Presbyterian Churches in the 
United States, which was read and ac- 
cepted.* 

Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Sage, 
Fitch, Fowler, Tullar, Ball, Merriil, 
Booge and Griswold be a committee 
of Credentials. 

Voted, That the next meeting of the 
Convention be holden at the house otf 
the Rev. Walter Chapin, in Wood- 
stock, on the 2nd Tuesday of Sept. 
1814, at 2 o0’clock, P. M. and that 
Pawlet Association appoint the preach- 
er. 
Voted, That the thanks of this Con- 
vention be returned to those foreign 
ecclesiastical bodies, which have trans- 
mitted to us copies of their respective 
proceedings. 

The Rev. Messrs. Asa Burton, D. D. 
Stephen Fuller, Sylvester Sage, Will- 
jam Jackson, Asa Lyon, John Fitch, 
Henry Davis, D. D. Holland Weeks, 
Jedediah Bushnell, Bancroft Fowler, 
Thomas <A. Merrill, John Hough, 
Daniel Haskel and Chester Wright 
were chosen Editors of the Adviser 
for the ensuing year: And Rev. Messrs. 
Martin ‘Tullar, Benjamin Wooster, 
Lemuel Uaynes, Jobn Griswold, Pub- 





“ The report of Rev. Mr. Weeks as 
delegate to the General Associavion 
of Con. was mislaid and not read. 

Extract from Mr. Weeks’ Report. 
The General Association passed the 
following votes; viz. ‘* Voted, That 
this Association recommend and re. 
quest, that the President and Fellows 
of Yale College use their endeavors to 
prevent, in future, the provision of ei- 
ther ardent spirits or wine, in the cus- 
tomary public entertainment at CGoim- 
mencement, for the purpose of ce-ope- 
rating with the General Association, 
in their exertions to discountenance 
the unproper use of ardent spirits. 

Voted, That this Association re- 
commend and request, that the Treas- 
urer of this state do not provide in fu- 
ture either ardent spirits or wine, in 
the customary public entertainment ef 
te clergy at the General Election.” 
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lius V. Booge and Timothy Field 
were appointed to fill any vacancies. 

Voted, That if any person appointed 
ay Editor, shall fail to furnish the pub- 
lishing committee with one original 
piece, for the Adviser, within three 
months after his appointment, and 
another such piece within nine menths 
after his appointment, in either case, 
he shall be considered as having re- 
signed, and the publishing committee 
shall proceed to notify his substitute. 

Voted, That Rev. Messrs Merrill, 
Bushnell and Hough be a committee 
to make extracts from the doings of 
this Convention tor publication, and to 
draw on the treasurer to defray the ex- 
penses of printing them. 

Voted, That Rev. Messrs. Hall, 
Field and Merrill be a Committee to 
nominate deligates to represent this 
Convention in those foreign ecclesias- 
tical bodies, with which it is connect- 
ed. 

The foilowing persons were appoint- 
ed Receivers tor the Convention in the 
following Associations reported delin- 
quent —Cous, Rev. Leonard Worces- 
ter; Pawlet, Rev. Samuel Leonard ; 
Rutland, Rev Elihu Smith; N. West- 
ern, Rev. Benjainin Wooster. 

‘oted, That the Committee hereto- 
fore appointed by this Convention to 
cooperate with Committees from oth- 
er bodies with a view to devise same 
measures to suppress an intemperate 
use of ardent spirits be discharged. 

Voted, That Rev. Messrs. Wooster, 
Bushnell, Lyon, Neill and Dana be a 
committee to make report as soon as 
may be respecting the course proper 
to be pursued by this Convention tor 
the purpose of suppressing vice and 
immorality. 

Pursuant to the report of the com- 
Mittee of nominations, the Rev. Henry 
Davis, D. D. was appointed to repre- 
sent this Convention in the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian church 
inthe United States, at their Session 
in Philadeiphia, on the third Thursday 
of May next, at Ll o’clock, A. M. and 
the Rev. William Jackson, his substt- 
tute 

The Rev. Lemuel Haynes was ap- 
pointed delegaie to the General Asso- 
ciation of Connecticut, at their next 
Session to be holden at Fairfield, at 
the house of Rev. Heman Humphrey, 
on the third Tuesday of June next, 
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and Rev. Henry Bigelew his substi. 
tute. 

The Rev. Messrs. Sylvester Sage 
and John Fitch were appointed dele- 


gates to the General Association of 


Massachusetts proper, at their Session 
next to be holder at Boston, at the 
house of Rev, Edward D. Griffin, D. D. 

on the fourth ‘Tuesday of june next; 
an the Rev. James Tufts and Rev. Ste- 
phe Fuller, their substitutes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Walter Chapin 
and Austin Hazen were appointed de}- 


igates tothe General Association of 


New Hampshire at their Session next 
to be holden at Plymouth, at the house 
of Rev. Drury Fairbank, on the third 
Tuesday of September next, and Rev. 
David H. Williston and Rev. Martin 
Tullar their substitutes. 

The Committee appointed to as- 
certain the number of Ministers in 
this State in our connection reported 
that there are 69 settled ministers, 12 
unsettled ministers and 15 candidates. 
Names of the unsettled Ministers ‘are 
John Ransom, of Sudbury; Silas L. 
Bingham. New Haven; Samuel Chee- 
ver, Hubbardton; John Hough, Mid- 
dlebury; Justin Parsons, Pittsfield; 
David H. Williston, Tunbridge ; 
Samuel Sargeant, Chester; Samucl 
Whiting, Reckingham; Aaron Cros- 
by, Newfane; Matthew Taylor, S. 
Granville ; James Parker, Fairfax; 
Martin Pawel, Underhill. Candidates. 
Cyrus Mann, Hanover; John Brown, 
Hanover; Jacob Allen, Tunbridge ; 
Oliver Plimpton, Wardsboro; Ira 
Manly, Rutland; Stephen M. Whee- 
tock, Rutland; Ebenezer P. Sperry, 
Cornwall; Asahel Stone, Bridport, 
Phinehas Randall, Bridport; Clement 
Parker, Bradford; Christopher J. Law- 
to. Barnaré; Josiah Peet, Westha- 
ven; Gliver Hulburd, Qrwell; Will- 
zam Goodell, Middlebury; Sun.ner 
$. Johnson, Middlebury, 

Vote d@ A recess to attend on public 
wors'np. A sermon was preached by 
Rey. Wim. Neill, D. D. irom Luke xix. 
45, last clause, Occupy till I come. 

The Convention then attended to 
husmess- A free conversation on 
ihe state of religion was then cnter- 
ed into, after which adjourned ia 
meet at this place tomorrow morn- 
ime at Go’clock.—Prayer by Myr. 
"Tufis. 
in the evening attended public wor- 


ship and heard a discourse from the 
Rev. Mr. Farley, from Ps, xxxvi. 7, 
first clause, and also from the Rey. 
Mr. Catlin from Gal. iii. 8. 

Sept. 16. Met according to adjourn 
ment and opened with prayer by Mr. 
Williston. 

The Convention heard and accept- 
ed the following report of the Com- 
mittee appointed to examine the state 
of the Treasury, viz. * that the Treas- 
urers accounts appgar to be accurate; 
that there is in the Treasury thirty 
seven dollars and sixty three cents; 
and that the delinquent Associations 
are Pawlet, Rutland, Northwestern 
and Coos,’ 

Voted, That the delinguent Assocj- 
ations be directed to remit to the 
Treasurer of the Convention as soon 
as yay be, the amount still due, in 
sucha wayas may be most agreeable 
to themselves. 

The Rev. Messrs. Sylvester Sage 
and Thomas A. Merrill part of a Com- 
mittee appointed at the last Session 
of the Convention to confer with a con- 
vention of Grange and Coos Associa~ 
tions on the subject of a Theological 
Seminary, reported “ that they were 
the only ‘members of the Committee, 
who attended the Convention, at Wind- 
sor; that the original plan of the In- 
stitution was materially varied; and 
that instead of a Theological Seminae 
ry, an Academy was established for 
the purpose of giving, by means of itg 
funds, a liberal education to indigent 
and pious young men who design ta 
enter the gospel ministry.” 

The committee appointed to take 
minutes from the narratives of the 
stateof religion, submitted the follow- 
ing report, which was read and ac- 
cepted. 

“ The committee appointed to take 
minutes from the uarratives of the 
state of religion within the limits of 
the Convention, and the ecclesiastical] 
bodies of its connection, submit the 
following 


REPORT. 


Your committee find cause to be 
deeply affected in view of the inat- 
tention te religion, which too general- 
ly prevails among the people of this 
state, and to deplore the worldliness, 
whieh abounds, and the absense of that 
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fervency and zeal, which becomes the 
servants of Christ. We also sympa- 
thize with those churches, which have 
been deprived of their Pastors, or 
weakened by the ravages of the pesti- 
lence. Yet we find oetasion to ac- 
knowledge, with gratitude, the merty 
of God in the precious tokeris of his 
favor which are continued tous. Still 
the Lord preserves to us the institu- 
tiens of the gospel, and more than 
eighty ministers of his religion of our 
communion. He gives his chur¢hes 
general peace and harmony, and un- 
ion in acknowledging the doctrinés 
and duties of the gospel. He suffers 
no new heresies and errors to take 
place in the churches, and-the secta- 
rian spirit is rather on the decline- 
The Lord has also gra¢iously visited 
a number of our towns with the spe- 
cigl influences of his spirit, and num- 
bers have been added to the Lord. 
Particularly has God built up his 
ehurch by greater or less revivals and 
additions, in Wilmington, Bover, Ad- 
dison, St. Albans and some other pla- 
ces. We find occasion to bless God 
for disposing the hearts of his people 
in various places to unite and form so- 
cieties for prayer, and amorg these, 
it is with pleasure that we learn there 
are female praymg societies. 

We also notice with peculiar pleas- 
ure the organization of a Bible socie- 
ty within the past year. An institu- 
tion which has taken the name of Un- 
ion Academy, has been established 
on our eastern border. It is contem< 
plated in this Academy, which will 
probably be located in Plainfield, New- 
Hampshire, to prepare pious and 
promising young men in indigert cir- 
cumstances, for entering either of the 
three uncer -classes in the New Eng- 
laud Colleges, and to aid them with 
its funds, incempleting their collegi- 
ate studies, with the expectation that 
they will ultimately enter th¢ minis- 
try. Wealso learn with pleasure, that 
a society, denominated the Middlebu- 
ry College Charitable Society has 
been instrtuted a short time since, for 
the purpose of aiding indigent young 
men of hopeful piety and respectable 
talents in obtaining a liberal educa- 
tion, with a-view to the gospel min- 
istry. 

From the Presbyterian church we 
Jearn, that God is spe¢ially manifest- 
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ing his power and grace, in some sec- 
tions within their limits, by gloriously 
advancing the kingdom of his son. 

In Connecticut, it appears there are 
about 290 churches of onr commun- 
ion, and that not mdre than 50 or 40 
of them are destitute of Pastors; that 
the Lord is pouring out his ‘spirit in 
various places, and that he has latel 
visited Yale-College with his sensible 
gracious presence. There are also va- 
rious ¢haritable religious societies, 
particularly the bible, the missionary, 
the foreign missimary,; and the cent 
soéicties, and also moral societies for 
tlie suppression of vice and immorality. 

We hear from Massachusetts, with 
pleasure, that there are special revi- 
vals of réligion in several congrega- 
tions; that peace and tranquillity a- 
bound if the churches ; that scandals 
are not frequent ; that sectarianism is 
on the decline ; that there are various 
religious s®cieties established, similar 
to those mentioned as existing in Con 
necticut; and that there is a general 
attention to the worship and ordinan- 
ces of the gospel, as has been usual. 
Yet there is, in 2 portion of that state, 
a deplorable defeetion ef many of the 
ministers from the doctrine of the di- 
vine Trinity, as held by the picus ane 
cestors of New-England. 

In New-Hampshise, the churches 
are in peace; there are revivals of re- 
ligion in several places. One church 
had been reduced to a single male 
member, when God began a work of 
special grace amang the people. The 
sectarian spirit declines. The miss- 
ionary, brble, tract, and catechetical 
societies have been successful. 

On the whole, your committee con- 
€eive, that even in these troublous 
times, God is building up his church, 
in this state and in the churches of 
our connection im the United States ; 
that his cause is progressing, and that 
we have occasion to thank God and 
take courage. May the Lord visit 
this part of his vineyard with abun. 
dant grace, and filthe world with his 
glory.” 


The Committee appointed to sug- 
gest measures proper to be adopted 
by the Convention for the encourage- 
nent of good morals and the suppres- 
sion of vice submitted areport, which 
was read, and adopred as tellows. 
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Resolved 1st, That this Convention consider it a subject of the highest im- 
portance at the present time zealously to cooperate with their brethren in dif- 
ferent parts of the United States in every proper measure for the encourage- 
ment of good morals and the suppression of vice, in particular in discouraging 
profaneness, protanation of the Sabbath, and the intemperate use of spirituous 
liquors. 

Resolved 2nd, That it be recommended to all those in each of the towns anc 
societies in this State, who are willing to aid in so important an UNG, 
that they form themselves intd a society to be called the society in 

, for the encouragement of good morals and the suppression 
of vice, and that each society subscribe and adopt the following rules, subject 
to such alterations as the Saciety shall deem expedient. 

We the subscribers inhabitants of » Wishing to carry 
into effect the measures recommended by the General Convention of Congre- 
gational and Presbyterian Ministers in this State do hereby form ourselves 
into a society for the encouragement of good morals and the suppression of 

vice, and engage individually and collectively it the most prudent and effee- 
tual manner to use such means as are suggested by reason; the word of God 
and the laws of the State for the encouragement of good moral conduct and 
the suppression of dangerous vices, and do adopt the following resolutions. 

Ist. When the number of subscribers shall become ewelve, 0 or more, there 
shall be appointed 2 Moderator to govern our meetings, a clerk to keep a fair 
record of our proceedings and a Committee of three or more persons to trans- 
uct such business as the society shall direct, which officers shall continue in 
office until the first Monday in May then next, or until others shall have 
been chosen. 

2nd. There shall be 2 meeting of the society on the first Monday in May, 
ineach year, for the choice of officers, which meetiug may be adjourned from 
time to time as the society shall dcem necessary, and any seven members or 
more, who shall be present at any meeting, shal} be a quornm for transacting 
business. | 

3rd. It shall be the duty of the Clerk some time in the month of May annu- 
ally to niake a report of the state of this society and its principle transactions, 
and their success and transmit the same to the General Convention to be hoid- 
en in September following. 


Voied, That the Convention adjourn, without day. Closed with prayer by 


the Rev. Mr. Catlin. — - LEMUEL HAYNES, JJoderator. 
Attest Joun Fires, Scribe 
Water Cuapty, § °° °"** 


——=e3 : 0: aa 


VERMONT MISSIONARY SOCIETy. atid Nathan A. Stodard, cf Pawlet 
(having advanced two dollars eaci:) 
The seventh annual meeting of the were admitied members of the Soci- 
Vermont Missionary Society was hold- ety. 
sy at the Meeting house in Pawlet, Fhere nt having been a quorum at 
Sept. 17, 1813, the last appointed meeting of the 
The Rev. Asa Lyon was appointed ‘Trustees, the Secretary, at the re- 
Moderator, and the Rev. Thomas A. quést of the Seciety, made a report in 
Merrill Secretary, for the ycar ensu- behaifof the Trustees, which was ac- 
ing. cepted. The annual Report of the 
The Rey. Sylvester Sage of West- ‘Treasurer was laid before the Socie- 
minster, Rev. James Tufis of Wards- ty and accepted." 
bord’ , Rev. Justin Parsons of Pitts- Seth Storrs, Esq. of Middlebury 
field, Rev. Samuel Bascom of Sharon, 
Rey. Austin Hazen of Hartford, and “These Reports will be published 
Medsrs. John Penfield, Dorastus Fitch inthe Adviser. 
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was chosen Treasurer, for the year en- 
suing. 

Mr. William G. Hooker was ap- 
pointed Auditor. 

The tollowing gentlemen were cho- 
sen ‘Zrustees, for the year ensuing : 

Rev. Henry Davis, D. D. 

Rey. Asa Burton, D. D. 

Rey. JoHn GriswoOLp, 

Rev. Ho. LAnn WEEKs, 

Rey. JEpiprtan Busune it, 

Rev. THomAs A. Merritt, 

Cuaries MArsh, Esq. 

Seru Srorrs, Esq. 

SamuEL MATTOCKs, Esq. 

SamueEL SwiFfr, Esq. 

WiLLtaM HALL, Esq. 

Prof. FrEpErIcK Hatt. 

Voted, That the first meeting of the 
Trustees be held in Middlebury, at 
the house of the Rev. Thomas A. Mer- 
rill, on Tuesday, the 19th of October 
next, at 12 o’clock. 

The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed Receivers for the year ensu- 
ing, Rev. Sylvester Sage, Westmin- 
ster; Mr. Zebulon Lyon, Royalton; 
Deacon Fnos Smith, Chelsea; Rev. 
Leonard Worcester, Peacham; Rev. 
John Willard, Lunenburgh; Hon. Eli- 
jah Strong, Brownington; Rev. Benj. 
Woester, Fairfield ; Joseph Phelps, 
Esq. South Hero; Reverend Asaph 
Morgan, Essex; Reverend Chester 
Wright, Mcntpelier; David Edmond, 
Esq. Vergennes: Mr. Enos Merrill, 
Castleton ; Col. Stephen Martindale, 
Dorset. 

At eleven o’clock, the Missionary 
sermon was preached, by the Rev. 
John Fitch, from Matt vi, 10. J'hy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, in earth 
as it is in heaven. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Soci 
ety be returned to the Rev. Mr Fitch 
for the sermon this day delivered be- 
fore them; and that a copv be re- 
quested for the press. The Sceretary | 
was appointed to waitun Mr. Fitch 
for the above purpose, and, should a 
copy be furnished, to procure the print- 
ig of 900 copies and to draw on the 
Treasury to defray the necessary ex- 
pense. 

The Rev. Asa Lyon was appointed 
to preach the Missionary Sermon, at 
the next annual neeting ; and the Bev. 
Benjamin Wooster his substitute. 

Adjourned, Sine Die. 

Att. T, A. Mereizt, Secretary: 
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N. B. The next annual meeting of 
the Missionary Society is to be holden 
at the house of the Rev. Walter Cha- 
pin of Woodstock, on the 15th day 
of September 1614, at 9 o’cock, A. M. 


a ee 


MEETING OF TRUSTEES, 


At the annual meeting of the Trus- 
tees of the Vt. Missionary Society, the 
following persons were appointed the 
Committee of Missions, for the year en- 
suing: 

Rey. Asa Burton, D. D. 

Rev. Joun Griswo Lp, 

Rev. JEDIDIAH BUSHNELL, 

Rey. Tuomas A. MERRILL, 

SAMUEL MATTocKs, Esq 
The Trustees voted, that the Church. 
es and Congregations of Vermont be 
requested to have a contribution for 
the benefit of the Society, on the first 
sabbath in June next. 

Mr- William G, Hooker of Middle- 
bury was appointed Tract Agent, of 
whom tracts may be purchased, by 
the hundred, ordozen, at first cos:. 


8 A ee 
ee 


NEW CHARITABLE SOCIETY, 


We cheerfully give a place to the 
following communication, which was 
handed us for publication in the Ad- 
viser. 


MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE BENEFI*¢ 
CENT SOCIETY. 


On Wednesday the 20th inst. a re” 
spectable number of the students be 
longing to this Coliege convened for 
the purpose of establishing a Charita- 
ble Society, whose object should be 
to assist young gentlemen of indigent 
circ:ms ances in obtaining a collegi- 
ate education. 

Aware that their limited resources 
would not ailow a very extensive field 
for vseiulness, they have contrived a 
method of extending the advaniages 
of a sinail sain to a number of indi- 
viduals. The bigh price of Ciassicsl 
books has long been considered, by 
those whose circumstances are nar- 
row, as a Material obstacle in their 
collegiate course. The intention of 
this Society is to form a Library 
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for the use of those young gentlemen, 
of a moral character, who are unable 
to purchase for themselves ; Requir- 
ing the borrowers, after they shall 
have read the beoks, to return them 
to the library ; from which they may 
be again handed to others. By this 
means one of the most considerable 
expenses will be obviated. The 
money which the quarterly payments 
of the members will yield the treas- 
ury, will be appropriated, after a smal! 
library shall have been collected, to 
the use of such students as are in im- 
mediate need, and are known to bear 
an exemplary and religious character. 

The members of this infant Society 
would express their gratitude for the 
generous donations which a number 
of the charitable have already be- 
stowed But they are conscious that 
their own confined means will not al- 
low so ample a prospect of benefit, as 
the united assistance of others would 
promise. It is for this reason that 
they would solicit the influence of for. 
eign aid Classical books, or even 
those of any other nature, (which may 
be exchanged) or such presents in 
money, as can be afforded, wouid be 
thankfully received by any of the 
members. Gifts such as these, which 
might be inconsiderable to «he donors, 
would be applied to a purpose exten- 
sively useful The cails on the benev- 
me we acknowledge have been ma- 

ny; but the advant: uge s which ascheme 
of this nature presents, we sincerely 
trust, will not be overlooked by those 
wo we disposed to forward religious 
and moral institutions. 


—_——_——— 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS TO 
TH LONDON MISSIONARY SOCI 
ETy may 1%, 1813. 

(Cuittvued from puge 288 ) 
On the 13th of Apri, 1812. it pleas- 


o remove by death thal valu- 
‘ 


«Xeelen’ Missionary, Mrs. 

formerly Miss Burgman, of 

S! CVwas a Ola O} sUu- 

of eminent piety, re- 

: dy zeal. 
c ; e had ( 


the London Miss. Society. Ser. 


Jo ng waited for a convenient opportu- 
nity to proceed to Africa, having been 
en gaged to Mr. C. Albrecht betore he 
left Rotterdam. When she was in 
En gland, on her way, she gained thé 
esteem and christian affection of all 
whe Knew her, who fondly hoped she 
would, for many years, be eminently 
useful in Africa, but soon after she 
had reached the place of her destina- 
tion, which, with all its inconvenien- 
ces, she hailed as the scene of her fu- 
ture, self-denied labor, she was driven 
from it to traverse the wild wilder- 
ness with uncommon sufferings ; and 
when, after all, she was just returning 
as near the spot as circumstances 
would admit, in order to renew the 
scattered mission, the Lord, who had 
thus ftlly tried the fidelity of her 
heart, was pleased to release her from 
ali her coils, and admit her to his pres- 
ence to receive the gracious recom- 
pence of her swiferings in his cause. 
Her loss is considered not only by her 
aff'c ted husband and associates as un- 
spcakably great, but by this Socie ty at 
large, who have been thus deprived of 
a “ome an st uncommon endowments 
and wou. We are sorry to add that 
other fetters mention the death of 
Mrs Kramer also. 

The journals of the brethren Schme- 
len, Ebner, Helm and Sass, detailing 
their dithculues in passing through 
the drearv wilderness in their way to 
Bezonder Meid, are truly affecting. 
Their labors, perils and sufferings were 
peculiarly great| They were some- 
times without water for themselves 
or cattle ; their oxen, weakened by 
want of ae refused to draw 
their waggons, and’ many of them al- 
edofthirst; some of their sheep were 
destroved by wild beasts; they were 
without bread for neasly a month, and 
were in danger of utierly perishing in 
the dese t, had nov at Jerngth Cornel- 
ius Kok. who wes informed o: their 
distress, sent men and oxen to their 
rehef. Woah great joy and thankful 
ness they jooned their friends at HKe- 
zonder Med. 

The dirce ors are sorrv to say that 

they have rece:-ed no inteiligence for 
zt long time trom che Messtonaries 
Anderson and Janz a hi Uranee Riv- 
é hie Y ai beeioum tupabse partie. 
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that Mr. and Mrs. Messer had agreed 
to go thither to strengthen it; and 
Mr. Kramer is to go to a krail of Hot- 
tentots at a little distance. 

Mr, Campbell has been peculiarly 
happy in obtaining information con- 
cerning Madsgascar, which he has 
transmitted to the Directors. Mr. 
Pacalt and others were willing to at- 
tempt a mission to that great island. 

The Landrost of the district of 
George, is desirous of a Missionary 
settlement there. Mr. Read, with 
some of the Hattentots, was at that 
place two or three weeks. Mr, Camp- 
bell will determine on this matter, 
when he stops there in his way to 
Bethelsdorp, as it is on the road about 
mid-way between that settlement and 
the Cape. Mr, C. intended to com- 
mence his journey thither about the 
middle of February. : 

The state of religion at Cape Town 
appears to be encouraging, especially 
among the soldiers. Mr. Thom preach- 
es to them with great acceptance and 
usefulness; and they have addressed 
« letter to the Directors, eamestly re- 
questing that he may continue at the 
Cape as their stated minister. No 
sooner had he landed, than a quantity 
of books, to the value of nearly 200i. 
which he tock out ef India, were pur- 
chased by the soldiers, many of whom 
ure of the 93d regiment, (Scots High- 
landers.) 

Mr. Milne, the intended assistant of 
Mr. Morrison, with Mrs, M. who had 
arrived safely at the Cape, sailed from 
thence for the Isle of France on the 
26th of January. 

On the whole, we hgve every reason 
to hope that the missions in Africa, 
especially when they shall have been 
regulated by the judicious arrange- 
ments of Mr. Campbell, will with the 
divine blessing, be productive of the 
most beneficial effects. 


INDIA. 


The Directors now beg leave to 
Jead your attention to that part of the 
habitable globe which has lately, more 
than ever, mterested the feelings of 
the religious world—British India—a 
country said tu contain sixty millions 
of the human race, most of wliom are 
in a deplorable state of moral degra- 
dation, in consequence of that system 


of grosserror and horrible supersti. 
tion which prevails among them, and 
from which it has been the highest 
ambition of this Society, in common 
with similar associations cf their fel- 
low-christians, to labor to deliver 
them. 

How far it may please the great Ru- 
ler of the world to influence the Le- 
gislature of this country in removing 
the present obstructions to the labors 
of missionaries, and facilitate their 
future operations, we cannot at pres- 
ent determine; but the Directors 
have never, for a single moment, lost 
sight of this great object, which was 
so strongly recommended to their vig- 
‘lant attention at’ our last annual 
meeting; but have faithfully repre- 
sented to his Majesty’s nunisters the 
wishes of this Society thai, in case 
of the renewal of the Charter of the 
East India Company, some provision 
to the tollowing effect may be imtro- 
duced—viz. “It shall be lawful for 
missionaries and ministers of the 
Church of England, of the Church of 
Scotland, and.of the several denomin- 
aiions of protestant Dissenters, duly 
recommended by the respective bodies 
to which they beleng, to proceed to 
India, and veside there unde: the pro- 
tection of Government, while they 
conduct themselves in a peaceable and 
prudent manner, for the purpose of 
diflusing among the inhabitants of 
thai country the knowledge of Chris- 
hianity, as well as for the religious 
advantage of British subjects of all 
denominations resident in India.” And 
aithough the Directors were empow- 
ered, by your resolution last year, to 
present petitions in the name of the 
Society at large, to both houses of 
parliainent on this important subject, 
they thought it preferable to convene 
a general special meeting of the mem. 
bers of the Society resident in and a- 
bout London, which took place on 
the Sth day of April last, and was 
numerously attended. The resolu- 
tions tormed on that occasion, and 
the petitions then adopted, have al- 
ready been generally circulated, and 
wiil also appear in the Appendix to 
the Report, as a memorial of that 
christien philanthropy which warms 
the heart of every member of this In- 
stitution. Itis proper alsoto mez. 
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tion that not in London only, but ina 
great number of places ti Wr oughout 
the country, the members and friends 
of this Society, as well as their fellow 
christians of various denominations, 
have manifested the same pious zeal 
by their petitions to parliament for 
the same purpose. 

Leaving to the disposal and control 
of the great Head of the Church those 
legislative proceedings which may af- 
fect the future progress of India Mis- 
sions, the Directors will give a gener- 
al statement of what has been attempt- 
ed by their Missionaries in that coun- 
try during the past year, lamenting, 
however, that some expected dispatch- 
es not having yet arrived, they cannot 
present intelligeace of so late a date 
as might be w ished. 


TRAVANCORE, 


From Mr. Ringeltaube they have 
heard but little ; but it appears that 
he continues to labour in six or seven 
different piaces in the district of Tra- 
vancore, in churches which he has 
erected, and where he statediy preach- 
es the Gospel and aaministers clhiris- 
tian ordinances; he also emp!oys five 
or six native schoolmasters for the in- 
struction of youth; he has likewise 
several boys in training, who assist 
him inreading, writing, and singing— 
one of whom always accompanies him 
on his pre: aching excursions ; they are 
also occasionally sent into the villages, 
among the scattered proselytes, to 
teach them the catechism. He speaks 
particularly of a Mr. Fleury, who has 

roved the most useful of all his as- 
sistants. The labours of these school- 
masters are, Mr. Ringeltaube states, 
of great advantage to the rising gene- 
ration, not only as to their respecta- 
bility and temporal prosperity, but as 
conducive to their spiritual good ; 
“for,” he observes, “ it is in vain to 
print and distribute bibles, if there 
are none who can read them.” ‘The 
expense, however, of these operations 
has been heavier than before, on ac- 
count of a great scarcity of grain occa- 
sioned by a long drou ght felt all over 
the south of the peninsula. 


VIZAGAPATAMs. 


The affairs of this impertant station 
are, we trust, 1m a prosperous state, 





Mr, Pritchett, who, after the death of 
Mr. Brain, found it necessary to leave 

the Burman country, has joined his 
brethren in India, After being long 
detained at Calcutta, and under cir- 
cumstances at times difficult and dis- 
tressing, he was at length enabled to 
reach Vizagapatam, and unite with the 
brethren Gordon and Lee, who great- 
ly needed his assistance, in conse- 
quence of the loss they | ad sustained 
by the death of the excellent Des Gran- 

es. 

These Missionaries inform us that 
the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, translated at- Vizagapatam, are 
printed, and a quantity of them tor 
distribution was expected by the re- 
turn of the Bramin Anunderayer from 
Calcutta ; this, they say, “ they hope 
wil! be rendered an important benefit 
to the surrounding muititude, | many of 
whom will eagerly peruse it.’ They 
are still proceeding with the work of 
translation ; Mr. Gordon has commen- 
ced the gospel of St, John, and Mr. 
Lee the book of Genesis; and they 
flatter themselves that from their res- 
idence and conversation among the 
people who speak it in its purity, their 

felinga translation will be found more 
accurate than any othe: can well be 
expected to be where the language is 
understood by few. In this good and 
great work they will now be much as- 
sisted by Mr. Pritchett, who made 
son.e progress in the language while 
at pe aa under the tuition of Anun. 
de: raye 

The congregations to which they 

preach, both at the Fort and at the 
Mission- house, have been much beiter 
attended than before, and the auditors 
have listened with more serious aiten- 
tion to the word. ‘They were in hope 
of an addition to their little churely, 
and speak with satisfaction of an Euro- 
pean jady whose first religious impres- 
sions were derived from the conversa- 
tion and example of the late Mr. Des 
Granges. 

“ With regard to the Scuoots,’ 
say they, ‘* we are happy to state that 
the boys, both natives and half-castes, 
continue toimprove.* Some addition 





* A pamphlet is just published, en- 
titled * Inpr1aNn CIVILIZATION ; or, 
teport of a successful Experiment, 
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has been made to the number of our 
Cuarity Boys, and the subscrip- 
tions for the support of that institution 
have been a littie augmented.” Nor 
are the famale Missionaries* at this 
station idle spectators ; they attend 
daily to a Free Scuoou which has 
been commenced for the instruction of 
girls, both native and country-born ; 
these who have hitherto attended are 
of the latter description, and are per- 
haps greater objects of campassion 
than the { ormer, being reduced to al- 
most the lowest degree of wretched- 
ness. 

‘The brethren were anxiously ex- 
pecting the arrival of Mr. May, who 
has manifested a peculiar talent for 
the religious instruction of children. 
After being long (but we trust not 
uselessly detained) in America, by 
which circuitous route to India the 
Directors were obliged to send them, 
he took his passage trom thence in 
February 1812, in the ship Harmony 
(together with some Missionaries of 
the American and Baptist Societies, ) 
and arrived at Port Louis, in the Isle 

of France, on the 8ih June, where, it 
is sincerely hoped, as well as at the 
Island of Bourborn and Madagascar, 
Missions may be established.f “When 





made during two years, on that sub- 
ject, in fifteen Tamel, ane five Eng- 
lish Native Free Schools ; with pro- 
posals for establishing a separate Itb. 
eralNa rive SCHOoLSocIETy, hum- 
bly submitted to the judgment and 
patronage of the governments of the 
Mon. East India Company, of the res- 
pectable Religious Secieties, and the 
generous and charitable Prbiic, by thie 
Rev, C. S. John, Senior of the Danish 
Mission at Tranquebar, &e. &c. We 
recommend this sensible Tract to the 
attention of the Society. 


* The widow Des Granges (with 
her children) rejoined the Mission at 
the close of the year 1811. 


t In the Isle of France there are 
said to be 90,000 inhabitants ; and in 
ihe — of Bourborn 120,000 ; in 
both places itis probable that Mission- 
aries woul id be favourably received.— 
The state of religion in both is most 
binboibie: but their possession by 


Mr. May and his eompanions proceed. 
edio India, and whether they have 
been permitted to proceed to the pla- 
ces of their destination, the Directors 
suave not yet been able to learn. 


BELHARY.- 


The information received from Mr. 
Hands, as well as from other quarters, 
concerning the Mission at Belhary, is 
highly satisfactory, as he is proceed. 
ing prosperously in the three great 
and important engagements of preach- 
ing the Word, translating the sacred 
Scriptures, and supporting’ various 
scheols ; in which he is now assisted 
by a promising young man, a Mr, 
Taylor, who appears to be the first 
fruits of his pious labours in India. 

Mr. Hands regularly preaches to 
the Europeans, and his success ap- 
pears to be considerable, especially 
among the soldicrs, many ef whom are 
seriously disposed. Twenty or thirty 
of these meet together several eve- 
nings in a week tor prayer, reading 
the Scriptures, and christian conver- 
sation. A library of thirty or forty 
volumes is formed for their use ; ma- 
ny good books have been purchased 
for them at Madras; and their ad- 
vancement in religious knowledge, ex~ 
perience, and practice, has been re- 
markably great. ‘They have also man- 
ifested their love of religion, by mak- 
ing an unsolicited subscription of about 
fifty rupees for the purchase of lamps 
and other useful articles for the school, 
besides a monthly subscription to de- 
fray the expense of hghting&c. Myr. 
ii. has reason to believe that more than 
twenty of the soldiers (of the 56 regi- 
ment of foot }have- been brought to the 
knowledge of (he truthsince they came 
to Belhary 7; and it is peculiarly Satis~ 
factory to state, that on the 27th of 
June 1$12, a church was formed there, 
into which twenty-seven persons were, 
on a pretession of their faith in Christ, 
adinitted, and several expressed their 
desire to be added to their number. 
This pleasing event filled the heart of 
our dear brother with joy and thank. 
fulness, and will doubtless be highly 
gratify: ing to this Socicty. 

‘The school at Belhary flourishes : 





the English is likely to be productive 
of great adyantage to the people, 
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it contains nearly fifty children, most 
of whom have learned Dr. Watts’ first 
catechism, some hymas, and portions 
vf Scripture. The greater part of 
these children were, before their ad- 
mission into the school, in a more 
wretched condition than that of the 
heathen; they have made good prog- 
ress in learning, and Mr. Hands ex - 
presses his hope that many of them 
will be delivered out of the mouth of 


the Destrover, and became Lambs of 


the Redeemer’s flock, This school is 
conducted by a pious soldier, under 
the superintendance of Mr, H. who has 
received from several ladiesand gentle- 
men handsome contributions towards 
its support. 

By assistance of some kind friends, 
he has been enabled to erect a Wative 
School Heuse in the Mission garden, 
where about fifty children of differene 
casies have been admitted. This school 
is chiefly under the tuition of a respec- 
table Bramin, brother of his Moon. 
shee: and as the natives are extremely 
desirous that their children may learn 
English, Mr. Hands intends as a stim. 
ulus to the scholars in general, and as 
2 reward to the most diligent, to Sclect 
afew for that privilege ; this method 
of proceeding is likely to conciliate the 
esteem ef the parents, to win the hearts 
of the children, an: to prepare the way 
for the gradual instruction ef the peo- 
plein the knowledge of Christianity, 
without alarming ther fears, or giving 
2 sudden shock to their prejudices. 

Mr. Hands continues to improve in 
the Kanaada* language, and is pro- 
ceeding with his translation of the 
Scriptures into it, of which he has sent 
us a neat specimen. He has not yet 
begun to preachpublicly to the nativas, 
but proceeds, ag all Missionaries must 
at first, to converse with them ina fa- 
miliar and affectionate manner ; this 
increases his own ability for speaking 
the language, and prepares thei minds 
for more public exhortations. 

What Mr. Hands states concerning 
the disposition of the natives to hear 
the gospel is so well calculated to re- 





* This language has been called al- 
so the Kurnata, but Mr. H. thinks im- 
properly. Ile calls it the Kanaada, but 
he says it is vulgarly called the Can- 
arce. 





InstaliationmOrdinailions. ‘Ocz. 


fute the objections lately made against 
Missionary eflorts as dangerous io the 
peace ofthe country, that it deserves 
peculiar regard. Weshall quote his 
own words. 

“The people in general are ready to 
hear, and to confess the folly of their 
superstitious custems, but not so rea- 
dy to leave them. ‘They acknowledge 
the superiority of the gospel of Christ, 
‘but do not feel its power on their 
hearts. Scarcely aday passes without 
a visit from some of the most respecta- 
‘ble natives at the Mission-house. A 
Vakeel belonging to the court gener- 
ally visits me two or three times a 
week, and has introduced me to the 
heads of the villages who have come to 
Belhary to transact business in the 
Court; and I hope this wiil prove a 
considerable advantage to us when we 
begin to itinerate in the surrounding 
villages.” 

{To be continued.) 


INSTALLATION. 


On Wednesday, the 7th of July, 
was Installed, the Rev. WALTER 
Kino, (late of Norwich, Conn.) over 
the Church and Congregation in Wil- 
liamstown, (Mass.) The introductory 
prayer was oflered by the Rev. Mr. 
Dorrance, of Winisor. Rev. Dr. Hyde, 
of Lee, preached the sermon. Rev. 
Mr. Shepard, of Lenox, offered the 
consecrating prayer. Rev. Mr. Pack- 
ard, of Sheiburne, gave the charge. 
Rev. Mr. Marsh, of Bennington, gave 
the right hand of fellowship. And 
the Rev. Mr. Jennings, of Dalton, of- 
fered the concluding prayer. The 
exercises throughout were appropri- 
ate, and uncommonly interesting.— 
The solemn delight and satisfaction 
beaming from the countenances of a 
large assembly, were calculated to 
impress the heart deeply, and inspire 
a cheering hope that a divine blessing 
might rest upon the solemnities of 
the occasion ; and upon this part of 
the Vineyard of our Gerd and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 


ORDINATIONS. : 
Ata meeting of Addison Associa- 
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tion, at Cornwall, on Wednesday, the 
6th inst. the Rev. Oriver HuL- 
suRD, agreeably to his request, was 
set apart to the work of the cospel 
ministry. The Rev. Jonathan Hovey 
made the introductory prayer; the 
Rev. Holland Weeks of Pittsford, 
preached the sermon ; the Rev. Jed- 
?diah Bushnell made the consecrating 
prayer, the Rev Messrs.Graves, Cha- 
pin and Wecks imposing hands ;_ the 
Rev. Increase Graves gave the charge ; 
the Rev. Rufus Pomroy expressed 
the fellowship of the churches, and 
the Rev. Jonathan Hovey made the 
concluding prayer. 

On Wednesday the 16tH June lust, 
Mr. Amasa Loomis, jun. of East- 
Windsor, was ordained to the pasto 
ral office over the church and congre- 
gation ef New-Salem Society in Ccl- 
chester, Con. 

The society, on account of division 
and other circumstances, has, for a- 
bout sixty years, been destitute of the 
sacred ministry and ordinances of the 
Gospel 

OrvaineEp, At Danbury, N. Y. on 
the Zlst of Dec. last, Rev. SAMUET, 
ParkEe : Sermon by Rev. Hez  Kiah 
N. Woodruff 

At Boston, on the 14:h of July last 
Rev Joun Lovejoy ABBor: Ser- 
mon by Rev. Dr. Ware. 

At Palmyra, N. Y. Rev. HyPpo- 
CRATES RowkE 

At Jackson, Me. Rev. S1Ltas War- 
REN. 

At Hebron, Me. on the 7th of Oct. 
last, Rev. Henry SRWALL. 

At Brewer, Me. on the 13!) of Jan. 
last, Rev. THomas WILLIAMS. 

At Lynn, Mass. on the loth ult. 
Rev. isaac Hurp: Sermon by Dr, 
Osgood. 


At Westfield, Mas. on the 20th of May 
last, as an Evangelist, Rev. Harvey 
Coe: Sermon by Rev, John Keep. 


REARS MS 
OBITUARY. 

We are again called to record, in our 
Obituary, the name of one of our own 
members. The respected Pastor of 
the church in Royalton, the Rev. Mar- 
rin T uLLAR, an Editor of this publi- 
cation, départed this life on the first 
inst. We hope some person acquaint- 
ed with his character will furnish a 
memoir of his life for our Biographic- 
al denartment. 


Diep, At Middleton, Mass. Rev. 
Solomon .2dums. 

A’ Hoilisvon, Mass. on the 6th of July 
last Rev. Timothy Dickinson, aged 52. 

Ad Bradford, Mass. on ihe Sth of Ju- 
ly lust, Rev. Ldenezer Dutch, aged 62. 

At Mercer, Me. Rev. Ambrose Ar- 
noled, aged 45 

At Con cocheague, Penn. Rev. Dr. 
Johu King, aged 73; apastor 40 years. 

Ai Middle burgh, N. J. Rev. Joh 
M. Van per lingen, Professor of the 
Hebrew panpuse re and church histo- 
1y, inthe Theological Seminary of the 
Dutch Reformed Church of North A- 
mierica. 

At Geneva, N. Y. Rev. Jedidi:ah Chap- 
mon, agcd 72: years, in the fifty second 
year of lis ministry. 

At Weathersf.'d, Conn. July 22, 
Rev. Joshua Belden. 

Ai Purneyville, N. ¥. Rev. Daver- 
port Phelps, aged 52. 


—<¢ 


BR oct ry. 


TO A FRIEND UNDER AFFLICTION. 
1. Dear christian friend, accept this line, 
From one, whose heart has bled like thine, 
Who knows too well the unyielding strings, 
Which tie the heart to earthly things. 


2. Though hard to bow the will to Gop; 


“And kies his kind chastising rod ; 



































































Poetry——Denations. 


Yet grace can make the soul submit, 
A.nd lay it prostrate at his feet. 


3. Great Lord of all, thy will is just, 
We rest secure, we firmly trust, 

That what thy will approves as good, 
Is best, though now not understood. 


4, My friend, do stormy billows roll? 
Do tempests beat upon thy eoul? 
‘They are directed by his hand 

To drive thee to the promis’d land. 


5. His wisdom, power and ——— 
To prove the whole an act divine 

F’en justicé here unites with grace 

And shines with lustre in his face. 


6. Let each repining thought be still, 
Resign your heart to heav’n’s high will ; 
Trust all to Gon, he can’t deceive, 

He bids the humble mourner live. 


“ NARCISSA. 


TEMPTATION» 


Cxeaistraw Soldier ! watchful stand! 

Now, the Tempter is at hand :— 

Guard your heart ; he pleads for sin, 

Whispering evil thoughts within. 
Guilty pleasure, deck’d with charms, 

Seeks indulgence in your arms-— 

But your Cov’ nant God on high 

Marks your steps with piercing eye ; 
Quick arouse! rezist and fight ! 
‘rust in Heaven’s assisting might ; 
Human strength is weak and frail, 
Heav’nly aid will never fail. 

They who faithfully endure 

Find the promise ever sure ;— 
Persevere! the victory gain! 

And the Crown of Life attain. 


—t_ VO FO 
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DONATIONS TO THE VERMONT MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


From a friend of Missions, Windsor, 
Deacon Hutchinson, 
Mr. George Curtis, 
Deacon Ball, 
Rey. Justin Parsons, 
friend of Missions, Thetford, 
smale Society, Danville, 
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